
Stakeholder Engagement Events #1 & 2
Wednesday, July 31, 2024

Downtown
Evanston

Plaza
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Becky Rupel, PLA, 
SITES AP, WEDG Assoc.
Associate Principal

QA/QC, Additional project support, as 
needed

Heidi Natura, PLA, 
FASLA, WEDG Assoc.
Principal + CEO

Principal-in-charge, Design + Engagement lead

John Locke
Landscape Designer + Planner

Additional project support, as needed

Hannah Cusick, PLA
Senior Associate + Project Manager

Key point of contact; Design + Engagement lead; 
Scheduling; Stakeholder coordination; Reporting

Janhavi Manjrekar
Landscape Designer, Planner + Engagement 
Specialist

Internal documentation; Graphic production; 
Engagement coordinator

Jessica Gonzalez
Landscape Designer, Horticulturalist + 
Engagement Specialist

Internal documentation; Graphic production; 
Implementation oversight

living habitats team
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stakeholder involvement
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overview of project site
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DOWNTOWN EVANSTON CIVIC PLAZA

DOWNTOWN EVANSTON CIVIC PLAZA

Hello Evanstonians!

Hello Evanstonians!

Share your thoughts about this space and tell 
us what you would like
to see here.

Share your thoughts about this space and tell 
us what you would like
to see here.

1. If this plaza had seating, shade structures, and artwork, would you spend time here?

1. If this plaza had seating, shade structures, and artwork, would you spend time here?

3. How can the plaza better represent you and your community?

3. How can the plaza better represent you and your community?

2. If this site had more regular programming, would you go out of your way to attend an 
event here (daytime and/or evening events?)

2. If this site had more regular programming, would you go out of your way to attend an 
event here (daytime and/or evening events?)

4. (For the business community only) Would your business utilize this space for pop-up 
events if given the opportunity to do so?

4. (For the business community only) Would your business utilize this space for pop-up 
events if given the opportunity to do so?
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stakeholder event #1 engagement
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1. How can the Downtown District better represent minority community members in the 
civic plaza enhancements?

2. How can we better connect the business community to the plaza? 

3. How could improvements to the civic plaza better support Downtown District 
businesses?

4. Does the COE have a desire to bring their own branding into the space (aside from 
the Downtown District branding that is already taking place)? To what degree would 
this be possible?

5. Does the COE have a desire to leverage the creativity of local business owners in the 
civic plaza space?

6. Does the COE envision that any of the civic plaza enhancements are temporary and 
could be repeated in the future, such as the art elements?

EDC feedback and open discussion
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intersection +
plaza decals

images shown are drawn from various sources and are included for reference only.

outdoor 
dining +
seating
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murals +
public art

images shown are drawn from various sources and are included for reference only.

plaza
lighting
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interactive art
+ installations

images shown are drawn from various sources and are included for reference only.

placemaking +
wayfinding
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