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Prepared By: B.H.Suhr & Co.  Date: 02/02/2024 
Order No: 12-329-B 

ALL THAT PART OF THE NORTH 100 FEET OF LOT 1 EAST OF THE EAST LINE OF SHERIDAN RD., IN THE 
ASSESSOR’S SUBDIVISION OF THE NORTHEAST FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 41 
NORTH, RANGE 14 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN AND LOTS 9, 10 AND 11 OF BLOCK 5 OF 
BROWN'S LAKE GROVE ADDITION TO EVANSTON, A SUBDIVISION OF A PART OF LOTS 35 TO 38 IN 
BAXTER'S SHARE OF THE SOUTH SECTION OF OUILMETTE RESERVE, ALSO PARTS OF LOTS 23 TO 25 IN 
GEORGE SMITH'S SUBDIVISION OF THE SOUTH PART OF OUILMETTE RESERVE, IN THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 42 NORTH, RANGE 13 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE EAST LINE OF SHERIDAN ROAD WITH THE SOUTH 
LINE OF THE NORTH 100 FEET OF SAID LOT 1 IN THE ASSESSOR’S SUBDIVISION; THENCE SOUTH 89 
DEGREES 28 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST (WITH THE BASIS OF BEARING BEING ASSUMED) ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 100 FEET OF SAID LOT 1, A DISTANCE OF 536.52 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING FOR THE PARCEL OF LAND HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED; THENCE NORTH 40 DEGREES 51 
MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE OF 148.91 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE 
NORTH 23 DEGREES 21 MINUTES 12 SECONDS WEST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE OF 143.11 
FEET TO A POINT; THENCE NORTH 0 DEGREES 8 MINUTES 18 SECONDS EAST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 66.05 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 7 MINUTES 22 SECONDS EAST ALONG 
A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE OF 19.21 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 68 DEGREES 59 MINUTES 43 
SECONDS EAST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE OF 66.50 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 48 
DEGREES 40 MINUTES 45 SECONDS EAST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE OF 217.61 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE SOUTH 19 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 152.71 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 100 FEET OF LOT 1 IN THE ASSESSOR’S 
SUBDIVISION, AFORESAID; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 28 MINUTES 35 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 100 FEET OF SAID LOT 1 IN THE ASSESSOR’S SUBDIVISION, A DISTANCE OF 
141.24 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, ALL IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 



          January 26, 2024 
 
 
To:  Members of the City of Evanston Preservation Commission     
 
 
In 1928 when the Jens Jensen landscape at the Harley Clarke Mansion was 
constructed and 44 before I became the City of Evanston’s naturalist in 1972 there was 
no dune.    
 
Prior to the creation of the dunes in 1980, by actual count by an EEA volunteer, the 
back one third of the beach had very few users (145) for the entire summer.   After 
obtaining grant funding, the city sponsored and approved a plan by JJ&R for the 
restoration and user guidelines for the entire complex. The resultant plan included the 
creation of the dunes by sculpting the sand with a bulldozer and planting trees by 
Evanston youth in the Youth Conservation Corp YCC program that I ran out of the 
Ecology Center.     
 
Official acceptance of that plan by the City of Evanston after a public hearing on the 
plan was in consort with the funding agreement with the Illinois Coastal Zone 
Management program of the State of Illinois. The creation of the dunes on was inspired 
by me acting as the City Naturalist who interpreted nature to youth and adults on the 
entire Lighthouse Landing complex. The ecotone or the place on this site where land 
meets sea should be the richest most diverse place on the site, but due to the regular 
beach cleaning of the entire beach area the entire beach was barren and of little 
interpretive and value to nature.      
 
Thus, from the very beginning it was decided that yes keep the waterfront where 90% of 
the beach users gathered for swimming and human use but take the virtually unused 
back third and set it aside as a sanctuary for native plants and bird life such as would be 
complimentary to the Jensen landscapes around the lighthouse and mansion.   
 
 Without restricted access to this newly created sanctuary for plants and wildlife. JJ&R 
and I knew the site would be cut up by paths, and plants trampled.  Birds could no 
longer nest and the beauty, peace and even drama of an untouched area that would be 
present 24/7 365 days per year for the citizens of Evanston would be degraded. This 
contrasts with the swimming beach which only benefits a slice of Evanston’s population 
and only for a few months per year. Further, all other Evanston lake front parks are 
devoid of the richness that started to grow even in the short time Diane, the 
Superintendent of Lighthouse Parks and myself lived there before my acceptance of a 
combined academic and administrative appoint to the University of Michigan as Director 
of the Henry Ford Estate, one of the greatest works of Jens Jensen. 
 
To protect the integrity of the dunes a fence on the waterfront side of the dunes was 
erected along with the creation of selected visual observation sites on the bluff as well 
as a recreation of the old lighthouse pier that jutted into the dunes. That pier had 



signage asking people to enjoy the dunes visually but to please protect this area by 
staying out of the dunes. Only guided special groups of youth and adults were allowed 
into the dunes themselves. 
 
The result of this action on behalf of the quality of the environment of this park for the 
Citizens of Evanston was indeed dramatic. It also brought national recognition to 
Evanston. The plan won a national award from the American Society of Landscape 
Architects. I was honored before the City Council for my work for “…making a significant 
contribution for the improvement of the environmental quality of Evanston, Illinois.”  
What has transpired since is from my perspective a great loss not only for the quality of 
the site but also for its use by citizens for the renewal of their souls-our connection and 
understanding of our relationship with nature. As the noted French scientist Rene Du 
Bois put it in his much-acclaimed book So Human an Animal: “At stake therefore is not 
only the future of the natural world but the very future of mankind” if we do not have the 
opportunity to commune with the earth upon which we live and depend. This is not 
hyperbole. The earth will not be put back together in one big gulp but by one small step 
at a time.   
 
My advice to Evanston is to heed the alarm call of Charles Smith and to follow his 
knowledgeable suggestions that would again restore and preserve this wonderful small 
but precious site. So many young people and adults have worked to preserve over the 
many years since it first came to be created and enjoyed it would be a great loss if it is 
not protected and if a visual impairment such as a walk across the top of the dunes was 
constructed. Yes, provide access to all, but do it in a way that is congruent with the 
natural and aesthetic values this site offers too all. 

 
Donn Paul Werling,  Ph. D. 

Summer Naturalist for the Lighthouse Nature Center, 1972 

Naturalist for the City of Evanston, 1973-1981  

spouse of Diane Werling, Lighthouse Park Superintendent, 1975-1983 

Originator and manager of the nationally award winning, JJ&R Lighthouse Master Plan, 1977 

Director of the Henry Ford Estate and its internationally significant Jens Jensen 
Landscape for the University of Michigan, 1983-2002 
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