
  
 
 
 
To:  Mayor Biss and Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Luke Stowe, City Manager  
 
Subject: Weekly City Manager’s Update 
 
Date:  February 9, 2024 
 
STAFF REPORTS BY DEPARTMENT 
 
Weekly Report for February 5, 2024 – February 9, 2024 
 
City Manager's Office 
Weekly Bids Advertised 
 
Community Development  
Weekly Zoning Report 
Weekly Inspection Report 
Monthly CV/Permit Fee Report 
  
Health Department 
Weekly Food Establishment Application Report  
 
Law Department 
Weekly Liquor License Application Report 
 
Legislative Reading 
NWMC Weekly Briefing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 



 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL & 
MAYORAL APPOINTED BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 
 
 
Monday, February 12, 2024 
5:00 PM: Administration & Public Works Committee 
5:45 PM: Planning & Development Committee 
6:30 PM: City Council 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
5:00 PM: Finance & Budget Committee 
7:00 PM: Preservation Commission 
 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
2:30 PM: Board of Local Improvements 
 
Thursday, February 15, 2024 
6:00 PM: Parks and Recreation Board 
6:30 PM: Equity and Empowerment Commission Meeting 
 
Friday, February 16, 2024 
No Meetings 
  
 
Check the City’s Calendar for updates: 
City of Evanston - Calendar 
 
City of Evanston Committee Webpage: 
City of Evanston – Boards, Commissions and Committees 

https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/24050/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/24094/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/23962/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/24186/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/24293/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/22826/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/24344/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/23388/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/about-evanston/events
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees
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To:   Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From:  Hitesh Desai, CFO/ City Treasurer 

Tammi Nunez, Purchasing Manager 
 
Subject:  Bids/RFPs/RFQs Advertised during the Week February 9, 2024 
 
Date:      February 5, 2024 
 
The following is a list of projects that have been advertised and the anticipated date 
each will be presented to the Council or Library Board. 
 
Bids/RFPs/RFQs sent during the Week of February 9, 2024 
 

 
 

Bid/RFP/RFQ 
Number/Name  

 
 

Requesting 
Dept. 

 
 
 

Description of Project 

 
 

Budgeted 
Amount 

 
Bid/RFP/RFQ  

Opening 
Date 

Anticipated 
Council/ 
Library 

Board Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Evanston 
Business 
District Planters 
and Landscape 
Maintenance  

CMO 

The City of Evanston’s 
Economic Development 
Division of the City 
Manager’s Office is 
seeking proposals from 
experienced firms for: 
changing of seasonal 
plantings and general 
maintenance of specified 
business district planters, 
and maintenance of 
commercial streetscapes 
along Howard Street, 
Main Street, and Chicago 
Ave. 

$100,000 3/5 3/25 

 

 

Memorandum 



Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Elizabeth Williams, Planning & Zoning Manager

Subject: Weekly Zoning Report

Date: February 9, 2024

Enclosed is the weekly report of zoning applications received and pending. The report, 
organized by ward, includes the property address, zoning district, the type of application 
submitted, a description of the project, date received, and current status.

Please contact me at (224) 296-4489 or ewilliams@cityofevanston.org if you have any 
questions or need additional information.



Cases Received and Pending, February 1, 2024 - February 7, 2024
Backlog (business days received until reviewed): 4

Volume (number of cases pending staff review): 12

Zoning Reviews
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

1 733 Colfax Street R1 Building Permit Patio 08/29/23
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

1 2121 Orrington Avenue R1 Building Permit Enlarge lower deck and repair 
upper deck 12/08/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

1 450 Davis Street R6 Building Permit Interior renovation (Mather Senior 
Living Community) 02/07/24 pending staff review

2 653 Dodge Avenue R2 Building Permit Patio 06/13/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1139 Fowler Avenue R2 Building Permit Patio and parking pad (work done 
without a permit) 07/10/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1553 Dewey Avenue R3 Building Permit
Remove concrete patio, walks, 
and pad, install paver patio and 
walk

09/19/23
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

2 1829 Dempster Street C2 Zoning Analysis
Modify existing drive-thru to add a 
2nd lane, minor site repairs 
(Burger King)

09/27/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1500 Crain Street R3 Zoning Analysis Convert detached garage to an 
ADU 12/06/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1717 Ashland Avenue R2 Building Permit Patio and walks 01/25/24
revisions submitted by 
applicant, pending staff 
review

3 1245 Chicago Avenue B1 Building Permit Addition to existing commercial 
building (Space) 11/20/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

3 504 South Boulevard R5 Building Permit
New 5-story 62' tall multi-family 
building with 60 dwelling units (Lot 
1)

12/29/23
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

3 650 Forest Avenue R1 Building Permit Stone patio, walks, spa, and fence 02/05/24 pending staff review

4 1552 Wesley Avenue R1 Zoning Analysis Driveway 06/22/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

4 1118 Elmwood Avenue R3 Building Permit Awning 07/31/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

4 1113 Sherman Avenue R3 Building Permit Accessory structure for storage 08/02/23
pending additional 
information and revisions 
from the applicant

5 1935 Brown Avenue R3 Building Permit Concrete slab 06/20/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 2020 Dodge Avenue R3 Building Permit Replace front steps, construct new 
landing at side of residence 07/03/23

non-compliant, pending 
revisions and/or minor 
variation application from 
the applicant

5 1820 Laurel Avenue R2 Building Permit Concrete slab 07/11/23

non-compliant, pending 
revisions/minor variation 
application from the 
applicant

5 1811 Church Street B2/oWE Building Permit
New 4-story mixed-use building 
with ground floor retail and 33 
dwelling units (HODC)

08/18/23
pending revisions and 
additional information 
from the applicant

5 801 Simpson Street R5 Zoning Analysis Make remodeled garden level 
dwelling unit legal 09/19/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant



5 2011 Darrow Avenue R4 Zoning Analysis
Remodel existing 3-dwelling unit 
building and add an ADU to 
garage

10/05/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 2125 Darrow Avenue R4 Building Permit 2-car garage 12/04/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1801 Lyons Street R4 Building Permit Porch repairs 02/01/24 pending staff review

5 910 Simpson Street R4a Building Permit Addition and interior remodel 02/05/24 pending staff review

5 2021 Dodge Avenue R3 Building Permit

Remove rear stairs and replace 
rear entryway with window, install 
larger front door, repair existing 
wood stairs

02/06/24 pending staff review

5 1944 Jackson Avenue R5 Building Permit Exterior and interior renovation to 
first floor 02/06/24 pending staff review

5 1922 Dodge Avenue R3 Building Permit Combin 2 1st floor units into 1 
dwelling unit 02/06/24 pending staff review

5 1910 Green Bay Road C2 Building Permit Paving and landscaping (DMAC) 02/07/24 pending staff review

6 2415 McDaniel Avenue R1 Zoning Analysis Detached 2-car garage 06/05/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2767 Crawford Avenue R2 Building Permit Driveway and retaining wall 
extension 06/26/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2421 Crawford Avenue R2 Building Permit
Remove existing asphalt and 
concrete, replace with permeable 
patio and sidewalk

08/23/23

non-compliant, pending 
revisions or major 
variation application from 
applicant

6 2300 Park Place R1 Building Permit 2nd story addition to a garage for 
an ADU 11/01/23 pending revisions from 

the applicant

6 2820 Thayer Street R1 Building Permit Detached garage 01/05/24

non-compliant, pending 
revisions and/or minor 
variation application from 
the applicant

6 2400 Hartzell Street R1 Building Permit Detached garage 01/05/24
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

6 2137 Crawford Avenue R2 Building Permit Detached garage. 01/10/24
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 3515 Hillside Road R2 Building Permit Replace stone path with pavers 02/01/24 pending staff review

6 2521 Hartzell Street R1 Building Permit Detached garage 02/07/24 pending staff review

7 2636 Green Bay Road C2/oCSC, 
R4 Zoning Analysis

Planned Development, new 5-
story multi-family dwelling with 51 
dwellings, parking and 3 new 4-
story townhomes along Prairie 
Avenue

10/18/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 2747 Broadway Avenue R1 Building Permit
Remove portion of existing paver 
patio, install new patio and 
seatwall

05/12/23
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

7 1126 Grant Street R1 Building Permit Paver walk and landing 08/22/23
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

7 824 Ridge Terrace R1 Building Permit In-ground swimming pool 12/18/23 pending revisions by the 
applicant

7 2744 Asbury Avenue R1 Building Permit Addition and interior remodel 12/29/23
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

7 824 Ridge Terrace R1 Building Permit Addition 01/08/24 pending revisions by the 
applicant

7 1501 Central Street U2 Building Permit Foundation only for new football 
stadium (Ryan Field, NU) 01/08/24

non-compliant, pending 
revisions/additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 2001 Sheridan Road U3 Building Permit Addition (Jacobs Center - NU) 02/01/24 pending staff review

8 141 Dodge Avenue R4 Building Permit Detached garage 11/17/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

8 228 Grey Avenue R2 Building Permit Roof mounted solar panels 02/06/24 pending staff review



9 709 Asbury Avenue R2 Building Permit Detached garage 08/29/23
non-compliant, pending 
minor variation 
application by applicant 

9 651 Dewey Avenue R2 Building Permit Remove patio and seat wall, install 
new patio and wall 02/07/24 pending staff review

Pending building permit and zoning analysis reviews older than 6 months where there has not been activity are periodically 
removed from the zoning report.

Miscellaneous Zoning Cases
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

1 1630 Orrington Avenue D3 Special Use Special Use for a Resale 
Establishment 11/28/23 pending P&D 02/12/24

1 710 Clark Street D3 Sign variation

Sign variation for a wall sign height 
of 23.0' where 15.5' is the 
maximum permitted and for the 
placement of the wall sign on a 
facade that isn't an eligible facade 
as it doesn't face a public street

01/26/24 determination after 
02/14/24

2 1611 Church Street WE1/oWE Map Amendment and 
Major variations

Remove zoning lot from oWE 
Overlay District and rezone from 
WE1 to R4 and Major Variations 
for construction of 7 COOP 
dwellings including townhome 
orientation and detached 
accessory structure located 
between principal building and 
front property line.

06/27/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

4 1590 Elmwood Avenue/910 
Davis Street D3

Major Adjustment to a 
Planned Development 
and Special Use

Major Adjustment to an approved 
Planned Development to increase 
density to convert ground floor 
commercial space to 2 dwelling 
units (one affordable) and Special 
Use for a Unique use for 2 
dwelling units at ground floor in the 
D3 district.

01/23/24 pending LUC 02/28/24

6 3434 Central Street R2 Planned Development
New 2-story, 19,952 sf building for 
a Daycare center - Child 
(Kensington School)

02/10/22 pending P&D

7 1915-1917 Grant Street R3 Special Use & Text 
Amendment

Special Use for 10 micro homes 
and 3 micro homes above parking 
structure

06/28/23 pending P&D 02/12/24

9 518-520 Barton Street/1210 
South Boulevard R2 Major Variation

Zero off-street parking where 3 are 
required for 2 townhomes for the 
sale of property and construction 
of a detached garage to/for 1210 
South Blvd

01/16/24 pending LUC 02/28/24

9 709 Asbury Avenue R2 Minor variation Street side yard setback to 
proposed detached garage 01/24/24 determination after 

02/14/24
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To:  Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From: David Wilson, HVAC Building Inspector 

 

Subject: Weekly Field Inspection Report 

Date:  February, 9 2024 

 

Enclosed is the weekly summary report of field inspections for construction projects 

under special monitoring.  The report includes the ward, property address, type of 

construction, inspector notes, and date received. 

 

Please contact me at davidwilson@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or 

need additional information. 
 

mailto:davidwilson@cityofevanston.org


Ward Property Address Construction Type Inspector Notes Received

2 1101 Church Street Multi-Family Building

No changes. Interior construction continues on 

building B. Sidewalk remains closed with proper 

signage in place.

2/8/2024

4
1012 Church Street  

Northlight Theater
Assembly

No changes. Site and Northlight signage are in 

good condition. No construction fence at this time.
2/8/2024

1 1710 Sherman Avenue
Mixed Use Building    

Residential/Retail

Interior construction continues with proper 

protection and signage in place. 
2/8/2024

4 718 Main Street
Mixed Use Building    

Residential/Retail

Final inspections of all trades have begun.  

Alleyway is clear of debris and materials. 
2/8/2024

* * * * *

1 710 Clark Street Office Building

No changes. Construction fence remains in place 

and is in good condition. Roadways are clean and 

clear surrounding site. 

2/8/2024

* * * * *

Friday, February 9, 2024

Weekly Field Inspection Report
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To:  Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From: Angela Butler, Permit Services Supervisor 

 

Subject: Monthly Construction Valuation and Permit Fee Report 

Date:  February 9, 2024 

 

Enclosed is the monthly construction valuation and permit fee report.  The report 

compares current month and year-to-date totals with those from 2023.   

 

Please contact me at abutler@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or need 

additional information. 
 

M
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m 

mailto:abutler@cityofevanston.org


 

 
DATE: February 9, 2024 

      
TO: Luke Stowe, City Manager 

      
FROM: Angela Butler, Permit Services Supervisor 

  
SUBJECT:  Construction Valuation and Permit Fee Report for January 2024 

      

      
BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

Total Permit Fees Collected for the Month of January 2024 $      286,872 

Total Permit Fees Collected Fiscal Year 2024    $      286,872 

Total Permit fees Collected for the Month of January 2023 $      266,564 

Total Permit Fees Collected Fiscal Year 2023     $      266,564 

      

      
CONSTRUCTION VALUES 

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION VALUE FOR January 2024     $      14,242,366 

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION VALUE FISCAL YEAR 2024 $    14,242,366 

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION VALUE FOR January 2023 $      10,008,373 

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION VALUE FISCAL YEAR 2023 $      10,008,373 

      
       



 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Ike Ogbo, Director, Department of Health & Human Services 

Subject: Food Establishment License Application Weekly Report 

Date: February 9, 2024 

 

Ward Property Address Business Name Date 
Received 

Current Status 

3 510 Main St 555 Pantry   2/8/2024   Pending Inspections 

7 1801 Central St Joe & the Juice   1/30/2024   Pending Permit Review 

3 503 Main St Paragon   12/27/2023   Pending Inspections (Change of Ownership) 

4 618 ½ Church St Ume Tea   12/21/2023   License Issued 

3 827 Chicago Ave Lefty’s Righteous Bagels   12/13/2023   Pending Permit Issuance 

4 1608 Chicago Ave Mensch’s Deli 11/29/2023   Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 

1 726 Clark St Ran Ran Boba Milk Tea  11/28/2023   Pending Inspections (formerly Kung Fu Tea) 

5 1601 Simpson St Shanghai Kosher 11/21/2023   Pending Inspections 

1 1611 Sherman Ave Cold Stone Creamery 11/20/2023   Pending Inspections – Change of Ownership 

4 810 Dempster St Village Farmstand 11/20/2023   Pending Inspections – Change of Ownership 

4 1629 Orrington Ave Dos Bros 10/10/2023   Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 

1 704 Clark St Etta Evanston 10/5/2023   Pending Permit Issuance 

1 1737 Sherman Ave Taco Bell 10/5/2023   Pending Permit Issuance 

4 1557 Sherman Ave Reza’s Restaurant 9/6/2023   Pending Issuance 

1 521 Davis St La Cocinita (Relocating) 7/11/2023   Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 

2 1808 Dempster St Windy City Flavors 8/22/2023 Pending Issuance 

1 1743 Sherman Ave Olive Mediterranean Grill 12/10/2021 Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 

 



 

 

 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 

        

  

     

   

 
Enclosed is the weekly report of liquor applications received and pending. The report, organized 

by ward, includes the business address, the type and description of license requested, and 

current status. 

 
Please contact me at liquorlicense@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or need 

additional information. 

To:  Honorable  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  City  Council

From:  Brian George, Assistant City Attorney

Subject:  Weekly  Liquor  License  Application  Report

Date:  February  9, 2024

mailto:liquorlicense@cityofevanston.org


    
 

          
 

WARD BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS 
ADDRESS 

LIQUOR 
CLASS 

CLASS 
DESCRIPTION 

PROCESSED 
HOURS for 
LIQUORSALES 

STATUS 

4 Museum Inn & 
Suites 

1555 Oak 
Ave. 
Evanston, 
IL 60201 

D Restaurant 11 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Mon-Thurs); 
11 a.m. — 2 a.m. (Fri- 
Sat); 
10 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Sun) 

Application 
pending 

8 TOCA 
Training 
Centers  

2454 Oakton St.  
Evanston, 
IL 60202 

W Commercial 
Recreation 
Facility 

12 p.m.—9 p.m. 
(Mon-Fri); 
11:30 a.m.—10 p.m. 
(Sat-Sun) 

Application 
pending 

 

Liquor  Licensing  Weekly  Report

Liquor  Applications  Received  and  Pending  for  week  of  February 9,  2024
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 DIRECTOR’S WEEKLY BRIEFING 
                             By NWMC Executive Director Mark L. Fowler 

 
  

 

WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 9, 2024 
 
Today’s the Day to RSVP for NWMC Legislative Days in Springfield 
As a final reminder, registration remains open for the Conference’s annual Legislative Days in Springfield, scheduled 
for Tuesday, February 20 through Thursday, February 22. This week coincides with the Governor JB Pritzker’s Budget 
and State of the State Address, scheduled for Wednesday, February 21. The Governor’s unveiling of his 
administration’s priorities presents an ideal opportunity for Conference members to engage with lawmakers to share 
municipal perspectives and discuss other important issues.  
  
Staff is finalizing the schedule of meetings and events for the week, which will begin on Tuesday afternoon with a 
briefing for attendees, followed by legislator meetings. That evening, the Conference will host an informal reception 
with legislators. Wednesday will focus on meetings with caucus leaders and key legislators combined with reaction to 
the Governor’s budget address. Staff encourages members who wish to attend the State of the State Address to contact 
their legislators to secure tickets. For those not attending the address, staff will host a watch party and lunch at the 
offices of Anderson Legislative Consulting. For those staying through Thursday, staff will schedule additional 
meetings. 
 
Please complete the registration form by TODAY, Friday, February 9 and staff strongly encourages attendees to reserve 
hotel accommodations as soon as possible as it’s expected to be a busy week in Springfield. We look forward to seeing 
you in the Capitol! Staff contacts: Mark Fowler, Larry Bury, Chris Staron 
 
SPC Ford Police Interceptor Utility Order Bank Opens Today! 
Final specifications have yet to be released, but Ford Motor Company today opened the order bank for the Suburban 
Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) Ford Police Interceptor Utility (Contract #204) with Currie Motors. Ford will accept 
orders on an allocation basis relative to the purchasing history of the ordering agency over the past five years. For 
questions or additional information, please contact Municipal Sales Manager Tom Sullivan, 815-464-9200 or 
tsullivan@curriemotors.com.  Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 
 
Have You Considered Granite Lately? 
Are your telecommunications contracts expired or up for renewal this year? Or just looking to reduce your monthly 
spend? Suburban Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) Telecommunications Program vendor Granite Government Solutions 
(Contract #205) will conduct a free cost savings analysis of all your telecommunication services and invoices. To get 
started or for information on how to take advantage of the SPC Contract pricing and savings, please contact staff or 
Granite Senior Sales Executive Frank Ventrella, fventrella@granitenet.com or 630-649-0823.  Staff contact: Ellen 
Dayan 
 
Register Today for Granite’s Edgeboot Webinar 
As previously reported, SPC Telecommunications Program vendor Granite Government Solutions recently announced 
a new solution called Edgeboot. Edgeboot is a managed power cycle device that uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) to 
detect if there is an issue with a customer’s network router. This device can perform a remote reboot to the device to 
restore connectivity in minutes instead of hours. Ninety percent of all service issues can be corrected with a reboot of 
a router. This new service eliminates the need for a costly tech dispatch or relying on remote employees to troubleshoot 
equipment plus it works on any router whether Granite is providing the service or not. 
 
On Friday, February 23 at 10:00 a.m., Granite Senior Sales Executive Frank Ventrella will host a free, virtual 
informational session to discuss Edgeboot. A meeting invitation was sent to NWMC member Assistant Managers, IT 
Directors, Finance Directors and Purchasing Agents. It was also sent to the SPC partner councils of governments – the 
DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference, South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association and Will County 
Governmental League to invite their members. To learn more about this service, please contact Frank Ventrella, 

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7676091/2024-NWMC-Legislative-Days-Registration
https://www.visitspringfieldillinois.com/LocationSearches/WhereToStay
mailto:tsullivan@curriemotors.com
mailto:fventrella@granitenet.com
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fventrella@granitenet.com or 630-649-0823. Staff contact:  Ellen Dayan 
 
Time Running Out to Comment on the North Shore and Northwest Councils STP Program 
As a reminder, the North Shore and Northwest Councils of Mayors have released their draft FFY2025-2029 local 
Surface Transportation Programs (STP-L) for a 30-day public comment period. The North Shore Council of Mayors 
and the Northwest Council of Mayors draft programs are available for review on their respective websites.  
 
Comments on the North Shore Council program should be submitted to Brian Larson, blarson@nwmc-cog.org by 
Monday, February 19, and comments on the Northwest Council program should be submitted to Eric Czarnota, 
eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org by Thursday, February 22. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, Brian Larson 
 
Last Call to RSVP for ISCRA’s February 13 Cyber Security Workshop for Local Governments 
As a final reminder, on Tuesday, February 13, the Illinois Smart City and Region Association (ISCRA) is hosting a 
“Cyber Security and Emerging Threats” workshop for municipal governments. From the event information, “The 
current global climate has exacerbated cybersecurity concerns, creating an urgent need for municipal administrations 
to fortify their defenses against evolving threats…municipalities must remain vigilant and proactive in safeguarding 
their digital assets and citizen data.” 
 
This free workshop will be held from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, 5555 N. River 
Road in Rosemont. Speakers from the United States Secret Service, Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency will give a non-technical presentation covering impacts to 
communities, elected officials and municipal staff. For more information and to register for this event, please visit the 
workshop registration page. Staff contact: Mark Fowler 
 
Take Advantage of Free Technical Assistance for EV Deployment 
As previously reported, the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation (Joint Office), in partnership with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), offers free technical assistance to help plan, deploy, operate and maintain electric vehicle (EV) chargers and 
infrastructure. This assistance is available in the form of siting analyses, vehicle procurement, storage opportunities, 
and much more. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, Brian Larson 
 
Mayors Caucus Extends Home for a Changing Region Application Deadline 
From the desk of Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Executive Director Neil James: 
Due to feedback from our members and recognizing that some municipalities need additional time to prepare and 
submit their applications, the application deadline for the Homes for a Changing Region program has been extended 
to Friday, February 23rd! 
  
Since 2005, Homes has helped over 60 municipalities identify solutions to their most pressing housing challenges, 
create a balanced mix of housing types, and serve the needs of multiple generations of residents and workers. 
The Homes team will help you understand the current state of your market. We use data, regional expertise, and case 
studies from peer communities to identify solutions to your community’s challenges, which may include: 
 
• Community affordability amid sudden increases in local home prices; 
• Ensuring maintenance and preservation of the existing housing stock; 
• The need to support seniors aging-in-place and potentially isolated in their homes; and/or 
• Increasing the supply of housing options, such as starter homes or the “missing middle”. 

 
Homes will provide fast and highly targeted technical assistance through a housing needs assessment, discussions 
with local stakeholders, a panel of housing experts, and a final action plan. Homes also utilizes a community survey, 
which will help municipalities identify emerging housing issues and community needs at this time of market 
uncertainty. At the end of the process, the team will identify best practice actions and resources to fund 
implementation. 
  
Assistance is free!  However, our slots for 2024 are very limited.  So please fill out the application at this 
link by Friday, February 23rd to be considered for this free assistance. For more information, please contact Ben 
Schnelle at bschnelle@mayorscaucus.org. Staff contact: Mark Fowler 

mailto:fventrella@granitenet.com
https://nwmc-cog.org/transportation/north-shore-council-of-mayors/current-program-and-methodology
https://nwmc-cog.org/transportation/northwest-council-of-mayors/current-program-and-methodology
mailto:blarson@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeefC28WliZSN9bN74-HH4Vb9y81ye1n-x1KqYMRtjz9pQQDw/viewform
https://driveelectric.gov/files/technical-assistance-overview.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmayorscaucus.org%2finitiatives%2fhousing-and-community-development%2fhomes-changing-region%2f&c=E,1,f1-gXehKzkZXXOXTXzJ8ftmWhCBZ0lBvxhVy80uE-b5bu8ssXB77SZIzT72bk2QMPdvOYejh1gyuqJP6SYJUj7z1HX-W7UojHkb5v_zzZTNZeQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmetropolitanmayorscaucus.submittable.com%2fsubmit%2fa18372e9-d84b-4771-8dfb-78cfa51f0bde%2fhomes-for-a-changing-region-expression-of-interest-2024-2025&c=E,1,bj_XFHroeT5JfFjFXmOv4t519pIHBmhJc3YYE2BysiPjAUqbK27T4QRoy74Sij47vlE7ptRTbkAMdxXOi3RteyhfMtX5S-1_Bp4wcoYnrQDGx1ctXe0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmetropolitanmayorscaucus.submittable.com%2fsubmit%2fa18372e9-d84b-4771-8dfb-78cfa51f0bde%2fhomes-for-a-changing-region-expression-of-interest-2024-2025&c=E,1,bj_XFHroeT5JfFjFXmOv4t519pIHBmhJc3YYE2BysiPjAUqbK27T4QRoy74Sij47vlE7ptRTbkAMdxXOi3RteyhfMtX5S-1_Bp4wcoYnrQDGx1ctXe0,&typo=1
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Newsy Items of the Week 
 
Daily Herald: A time of change: Suburban office market adjusts as tenants downsize and shift to higher-end buildings 
 
Streetsblog: Study: Subsidizing Transit Actually Makes It More Efficient 
 
Route Fifty via Energy News Network: A gold star for EV Readiness: Chicago-area program prepares communities 
for electric vehicle adoption  
 
Momentum Mag: Study shows bicycle-friendly cities are safer for all road users even drivers  
 
Bloomberg CityLab: Can 15-Minute Cities Work in America? 
 
NPR: What Vision Zero Has and Hasn't Accomplished 
 
Meetings and Events 
 
NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 13 at 10:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and 
via videoconference. 
 
NWMC Board of Directors will meet on Wednesday, February 14 at 6:00 p.m. at the NWMC office and via 
videoconference. Please note new time. 
 
NWMC Health Directors Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 20 at 2:00 p.m. at the Arlington Heights Village 
Hall. 
 
NWMC Legislative Committee will meet on Wednesday, February 28 at 8:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and via 
videoconference.  
 
NWMC Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday, February 28 at noon via videoconference. Please note date 
change. 
 
 
NWMC Staff 
 
Mark Fowler Executive Director mfowler@nwmc-cog.org  
Larry Bury Deputy Director lbury@nwmc-cog.org  
Eric Czarnota Program Associate for Transportation eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org  
Ellen Dayan, CPPB Purchasing Director edayan@nwmc-cog.org  
Marina Durso Executive Assistant mdurso@nwmc-cog.org  
Brian Larson Program Associate for Transportation blarson@nwmc-cog.org 
Chris Staron Policy Analyst cstaron@nwmc-cog.org  

 
Phone: 847-296-9200        www.nwmc-cog.org  

https://www.dailyherald.com/20240204/business/a-time-of-change-suburban-office-market-adjusts-as-tenants-downsize-and-shift-to-higher-end-buildin/
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2024/02/05/study-subsidizing-transit-actually-makes-it-more-efficient
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2024/02/gold-star-ev-readiness-chicago-area-program-prepares-communities-electric-vehicle-adoption/393955/?oref=rf-today-nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Route%20Fifty%20Today:%20February%2007%2C%202024&utm_term=newsletter_rf_today
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2024/02/gold-star-ev-readiness-chicago-area-program-prepares-communities-electric-vehicle-adoption/393955/?oref=rf-today-nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Route%20Fifty%20Today:%20February%2007%2C%202024&utm_term=newsletter_rf_today
https://momentummag.com/study-shows-bicycle-friendly-cities-are-safer-for-all-road-users-even-drivers/?fbclid=IwAR1vXFlfdLCUQYqgRJ3TJsmneaAc6fKNuMZLNupxXZzH4zVoamUKt61fWWU
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-02-05/new-research-shows-the-15-minute-city-can-work-in-the-us?srnd=citylab
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/04/1198910312/vision-zero-success-failure
mailto:mfowler@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:lbury@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:edayan@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:mdurso@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:blarson@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:cstaron@nwmc-cog.org
http://www.nwmc-cog.org/

