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EVANSTON CANOE LAUNCH 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE MEETING SUMMARY 

November 28, 2023 | Evanston Ecology Center | 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 

The purpose of the Public Open House was to present Canoe Launch design concepts to the community and 
receive feedback. Concept plan materials developed to date were based on preliminary concept design reviews 
and coordination with City staff and Evanston Environmental Association (EEA). 

Prior to the Public Open House, meeting announcements were provided via the following: 

1. Announcement issued via the City of Evanston Public Works Agency Project Newsletter  
2. Invitations emailed to the EEA for distribution to EEA members 
3. Announcement posted to the City of Evanston Canoe Launch project webpage: 

www.citvofevanston.org/LaddArboretumCanoeLaunch 
 

Approximately 25 people attended the Public Open House Meeting. The following staff and consultant team 
members were present to assist participants with interpreting the exhibits, to answer questions and to hear 
feedback.  

City of Evanston Stefanie Levine, Senior Project Manager, Public Works Agency 
Lara Biggs, Capital Planning and Engineering Bureau Chief 
Matt Poole, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation 
Margaret Isaacson, Division Manager, Ecology Center 
Ethan Johnson, Program Coordinator, Ecology Center  

Christopher B Burke Engineering (CBBEL) Martin Michalowicz, Project Manager, Civil Design Dept 
Teska Associates Jodi Mariano, Principal Landscape Architect 

 

A list of meeting exhibits, and associated input activities, presented at the Public Open House follows below: 

EXHIBIT # TITLE INPUT ACTIVITIES 
1 Existing Conditions Map Post it notes 
2 Existing Conditions Photos Post it notes 
3 Inventory of Quality Trees Informational 
4 Concept Plan Post it notes 
5 Concept Section Post it notes 
6 Concept Products + Materials Informational 
7 Anticipated Schedule + Costs Informational 
8 Open Ended Comments Informational 

 

http://www.citvofevanston.org/LaddArboretumCanoeLaunch
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A summary of comments received via post-it notes and verbal comments are organized below by topic: 

Parking: 
1. There seems to be limited parking availability at the parking lot today. It was noted that the parking lot 

is used for other surrounding uses such as the nearby mosque. A request was made to provide priority 
parking for Ecology Center users. 

2. The parking lot was noted as being a tight space for auto access and may be event tighter for those who 
will be bringing canoes and kayaks. 

3. Consider restoring access to parking lot from Bridge Street. 
4. Remove invasive plantings (such as Bradford Pear) and incorporate green infrastructure, such as native 

plantings. See Ryerson Woods as a model example. 
5. Add environmentally friendly lighting. 

 
 
Ramps, Retaining Walls and Railings: 

1. Does the rail system have an option for slowing / breaking in case someone loses control of the canoe / 
kayak? 

2. Consider a footpath access on both sides of the rail / roller system to ensure good handling. 
3. What is the life expectancy of the rollers and what is their maintenance requirements? 
4. It was noted that poor soils are present onsite, which may impact retaining walls and foundations. 

 
Rowing: 

1. Local rowing groups and individuals use the channel at high speeds throughout the year (500 – 600 
rowers). Canoers / Kayakers should be made aware of rowing peak season when the largest, fastest 
boats travel down the channel. Local rowing groups include ETHS, Northwestern University and others. 

2. Rowing Schedules: the following rowing schedules for ETHS and Northwestern were provided for peak 
rowing season. It was noted that summer camps also row in the channel. 

a. August – October: 6am – 8am; 3pm – 7pm 
b. March – June: 6am – 8am; 3pm – 7pm 

3. Concerns were raised about docking system protruding into the channel and potential impacts on large 
rowing boats. 

4. The largest boat noted as being used in the channel is an 8. For two 8’s to pass safely, 40’ width was 
noted as a requirement in the channel. (an 8 boat is 40’ length with 10’ length oars and an 
approximately 3’ wide boat body)  

5. An individual formerly associated with the Northwestern Rowing Team and currently associated with 
the ETHS Rowing Team noted the ‘no passing’ zone beneath the Bridge Street bridge. Due to the 
narrowed channel width formed by bridge pylons, the rowing teams follow a rule of thumb to not to 
pass one another when traveling in the same direction beneath the bridge. 

 
Landscape plantings: 

1. Arboretum stewards have been working on invasive management and native landscape establishment in 
the Arboretum areas. They would like to be involved with salvaging existing plantings prior to 
construction, new landscape selections and placements. 

2. Trees recommended for bird habitat include: Oak, Elm, Hawthorn, Hickory and Hackberry. 
3. The Ladd Arboretum native plant list should be referenced. 

Wildlife:  
1. Invasives should be removed, including the following invasives noted onsite: Tree of Heaven, Buckthorn 

and Honeysuckle. 
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2. Wildlife movement along the embankment should be accommodated and should not be blocked by 
landscaping or other site features. Deer, coyote, beaver, mink, squirrels were noted as being present 
along the embankment area. 

3. Birds migrate through this area and should be accommodated with dense multi-layered landscaping, 
including a variety of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. 

4. Install native plantings. 
5. Create a management plan to continue monitoring and controlling plantings. 
6. The wildlife habitat structures presented were noted as being less important than layered vegetation. 
7. Bird species noted in the area include blue herons, woodpeckers and other rare migrating birds. 

 
Budget costs: 

1. A comment was made that this seems like an expensive project for  a ‘limited audience’. Other 
comments note that the Ecology Center offered 52 programs last year with more than 1,500 
participants. It was noted that more people will use this facility when this is built and that the 
investment is worth the cost. 

2. Consider alternatives to reduce the amount of hardscape. 
 
Next steps include the following: 

1. The design team will review the inputs provided and incorporate into refined design plans and 
construction documents. 

2. The City and EEA will pursue funding opportunities and grant applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Photos 
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Community notations and feedback provided at the meeting: 
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Encl: meeting sign in sheets, comments sheet scans, exhibits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


