City of Evanston, IL

Larimer Park
Improvements

Community Open House #2
Nichols Middle School Feedback
Tuesday April 18, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm Summary




Community Open.House . #2

Nichols Middle School
Tuesday April 18, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Larimer Park | Concept Review

The planning team hosted an open house style meeting with the Evanston
community at Nichols Middle School on Tuesday April 18, 2023. During the event,
which ran from 6p-8p, attendees listened to a brief presentation outlining feedback
from the last meeting as well as three conceptual design alternatives. Following
the presentation and a Q&A, attendees were invited to provide their thoughts and
feedback through interactive exercises and conversation with the Design Team
and City representatives. This input, along with the planning team'’s continued
analysis and field work, will form the foundation upon which a preferred design
concept will be built.

The following pages document the input received during the event. This is the
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Connection.to Nature

Concept A | Larimer Park

What do you love most?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“Love the garden area “I like the designated

“ 3 ”
Pollinator gardens and the trees” area for dogs”

What could be better?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“Please add trees or . “Open up the pavilion
other tall buffer at cul- “Dog area is too or replace - walls are
3 ”
de-sac to contain balls” confined tagged weekly. No walls”

Let us know how you feel about Concept A Below!
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Emphasis on Connection to Nature
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Active Recreation

Concept B | Larimer Park

What do you love most?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“Love the circular “This playground looks “Basketball court mural
trail!” the most fun!” look cool”

What could be better?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“Get rid of the walls.
Constantly tagged w/
spray paint ”

“Not crazy about bocce ball

or court mural” “No walls on pavilion”

Let us know how you feel about Concept B Below!
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Emphasis on Active Recreation
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Community.Gathering + Play

Concept C | Larimer Park

What do you love most?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“Lawn area is
important for concerts
in the park”

“The field and the “Larger playground,
park” but not in direct sun.”

What could be better?

Select Quotes From Comments Received 04/18. See the Following Pages for a Full Accounting of the Feedback Received.

“The appeal of the current
play ground is that it is shady
and small - this playground is

neither of these things”

“Keep playground in the “More natural looking
shade!!!” playground”

Let us know how you feel about Concept C Below!
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Emphasis on Community Gathering + Play
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Place a sticky dot in the appropriate box below to let us know how you feel about the concept.
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New Open Air Pavilion Options

What do you love most?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it below!

Curbed Planters with Trees

What could be better?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it below!
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Pavilion Sentiment Summary

Comparison of Results from the “Let us Know How You Feel” Exercise
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Jthare what you envision for the future
of the Larimer Park Pavilion below!
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| want it stationary / steadfast
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is open and light!
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I want a pavilion that is
cozy and enclosed!
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| want the pavilion
to stand out!
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Online Feedback

Record of comments received from the project website

Online Comment #0T:

A track around the park that people could run or walk on and kids could bicycle on. It could be
marked off with meters and yards... have a little stop sign at the sidewalk...

Online Comment #02;

Concept A (which emphasizes connection with nature) is the best of the 3 alternatives (and
Concept B, with its emphasis on active recreation, is the least appropriate for this location). We
need access to nearby nature, including shade trees, in and near downtown Evanston. We live
3 blocks away.

It's also in keeping with CARP to minimize lawn and the need for turf care.

It's not clear what the bollards would be protecting, but they might be preferable to a poorly
maintained hedge. If a repaired stone wall is an alternative, that might be more attractive, but
Mmaintenance seems to be a challenge in this park, so simplicity seems like a good idea.

In that spirit, an open air, simple wooden shelter seems most appropriate for the location.

Planters for trees or other plantings should be below grade to help manage stormwater. See
Hey & Associates guidelines from several years ago.

If rain gardens are a possibility, community volunteers have demonstrated that they are
capable of and willing to monitor and even maintain plantings (examples are the Civic Center
Habitat Garden and rain gardens in Ingraham Park).

”ou

In general I'd be on the side of “subtle,” “airy,” and “fixed.” | like the “traditional” look in the
lakefront building and think it would blend in with nearby buildings, but am not sure how it
would work in this more secluded park.
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