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Community Open House #1
Nichols Middle School
Wednesday January 18, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Larimer Park | Look, Feel, & Focus

The planning team hosted an open house style meeting with the Evanston 
community at Nichols Middle School on Wednesday January 18, 2023. During 
the event, which ran from 6p-8p, attendees participated in a series of interactive 
exercises designed to introduce the project, explore their relationship with 
the park, and envision what the future could hold for this beloved community 
space. This input, along with the planning team’s site analysis and field work, 
form the foundation upon which design concepts for the park will be built.

The following pages document the input received during the event. This is the 
first of three community engagement touchpoints that will be held during the 
planning process.





Tell Us A Little About Yourself!
Let’s explore your relationship with Larimer Park.

How long have you lived in Evanston?

(41%) >30yrs

(33%)  <10yrs 

(26%)  20-29yrs

How often do you visit Larimer Park?

(76%)  Daily

(24%)  Weekly

How do you typically spend your time at Larimer Park?

(23%)  Socializing

(22%) Playing

(18%) Passing Through

(14%)  Attending Events

(8%)  Relaxing

(9%)  Exercising

(5%) Other 

What’s your favorite memory of time spent at Larimer Park?

(7)  Kids playing at the playground

(7)  Dogs playing together

(4)  Skating

(3)  Riding bikes

(3)  Social events

(3) Playing Baseball

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments





Come Take A Look Around!
Let’s explore Larimer Park together!

What do you notice about these photos?

(2) Comfortable and enjoyable tree canopy and shade in summer

(2) Great open space for play

(2)  Lack of seating

(2)  Small and outdated play structures

(1)  Outdated pavilion needs work

(1)  Appreciate the existing fence style

(1)  ADA concern for play structures

(1)  Outdated basketball court needs to be repaved

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments





What’s Working Well?
Let’s explore what you love most about Larimer Park!

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

My favorite things about Larimer Park are            because            .

(7) Open space for play and events

(7)  Separated playgrounds for kids 

(6)  Basketball court

(5)  Baseball field

(4)  Pathways

(2)  Pavilion for parties and events

Where are your favorite places in Larimer Park?

(11) Baseball field / Open field

(8)  Playground

(7)  Basketball court

(4)  Shaded field area

(3) Gateway area

(2) Pavilion





What Needs Some Love? 
Let’s explore how we can make Larimer even better!

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

The things I most want to improve about Larimer Park are        because       .

(7)  Dog run

(5)  Fencing and screening of the park

(5)  Playground equipment

(5)  Baseball field/open field

(3)  Seating and outdoor dining 

(3)  Landscaping

(2) Basketball court needs repaving

(2)  Trash receptacles

(2)  Pavilion

(2)  Lighting configuration

(1) Cul-de-sac retaining wall

(1) Community garden

(1) Skating

(1) Splash Pad

Where needs the most tender loving care?

(12) Playground

(11)  Baseball field

(5)  Pavilion

(2)  Shaded field area

(1) Gateway area

(1) Basketball court
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Where Should We Focus?
Let’s explore what we should prioritize improving!

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

If you only had $100 to spend improving Larimer Park, 
what would you spend it on?

(33%)  Providing more ways to experience nature

(20%)  Providing more ways to rest and relax

(17%) Providing more ways to play

(17%)  Providing more ways to come together

(8%)  Providing more ways to move

(5%)  Providing more ways to share stories



Providing more ways to experience nature (33%)
• Butterfly garden

• Community garden

• Woodland or natural area

• Shaded areas with trees

• Meditation labrynth

Providing more ways to rest and relax (20%)
• Concerned about unhoused people sleeping in the park

Providing more ways to play (17%)
• Larger and improved playground

• Taller play elements (nets, slides and climbing stuctures)

• Splash pad

Providing more ways to come together (17%)
• Community pavilion for social events

Providing more ways to move (8%)
• Accessibility

• Lighting along main pathways

• Improve baseball field

• Open lawn space for unstructured play

• Ice skating in the winter

Providing more ways to share stories (5%)
• Historical information about the park itself







Let’s Look at the Pavilion! 
Let’s explore the future of the Larimer Park pavilion!

How do you use the existing pavilion today?

(3)  Family/birthday parties

(3)  Community and block parties

(1)  Socializing with other dog owners

What do you feel needs done with the pavilion in the future?

(63%)  It needs to be refreshed!

(22%)  It needs to be replaced!

(15%) It’s fine the way it is!

It needs to be refreshed! (63%)

Access to grills for cooking

More flexible style shelter and remove the solid door

Design details such as lighting to create a destination

More picnic tables for outdoor dining

It needs to be replaced! (22%)

Open sided structure

More inviting, playful and expressive character

It’s fine the way it is! (15%)

Must be able to open and close according to season

 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments





Online Feedback
Record of comments received from the project website

Response #1
I am unable to attend the meeting tomorrow although I am very interested to 
learn what will be done in the park as I live very close. I would like to see a lot 
more tree’s planted there & other landscaping with additional benches. Adding 
bird feeders or other elements that attract birds & butterflies would be great!

Response #2 
I attended the open house last night, and it occurred to me afterward that 
the YMCA day care and summer camps are frequent users of Larimer Park, 
as are other summer kids’ programs. (I’m sure if the notification had been 
posted in the summer, it would have reached them and others who only come 
in warmer weather.) The folks looking for input may want to reach out to the 
YMCA for their input, too.

Response #3
This is a great little neighborhood park! My daughter is 2.5 and we’ve been 
coming here since she could first walk to use the playground. I would love 
to see the accessibility improved (remove woodchips, create a path from the 
sidewalk to all of the play spaces so folks with walkers/wheelchairs/strollers/
etc don’t have to go through the grass) and it would be AMAZING to have a 
bathroom. I would much rather these improvements than anything fancy 
design-wise.

Response #4
Plant more native perennials, native shrubs and trees, especially pollinator and 
bird friendly. Remove non native shrubs if they are invasive. Northeast section 
would be most suitable area. Consider replacing turf grass with no mow or 
moderate traffic groundcover in NE area.

Install new, secure fencing around park adjoining alleys and Crain since 
playground and “ball field” is used by children and dog play area. Could also 
plant native border garden along fence.

What is timetable for work? Thank you!



Response #5
I own a home on the same block as Larimer Park and my daughter and her 
friends play there frequently. We are very excited for it to be renovated and look 
forward to participating in the planning process to the extent that we can. We 
were unable to attend the first public meeting and would like to offer some 
wish list items as the design team contemplates how to improve the space.

First, the park is utilized largely by dog owners and kids. It would be wonderful 
if there could be a clear distinction where each group can feel safe and at ease. 
Many dogs are let off leash in the big field but often that play makes its way 
towards the playground. Having a clear area for dogs and a clear area for kids 
would improve the overall safety of the park.

Secondly, I assume some sort of play area for kids is in the plans. We would 
love to see a nature inspired park in place of a traditional playground. Evanston 
does not currently have a nature park, so I think it could be a great resource 
to add to our community. If this type of park does not seem feasible, we love 
the play area at McCulloch Park and think that could be a great model to draw 
from. 

In any case, we are excited to see the park improved and hope to volunteer to 
help should there be an opportunity.

Response #6

Hello....first of all..Thank you! We appreciate you improving Larimer Park. We 
would love a community garden in the corner where neighbors could reserve a 
plot of land and garden and grow their own veggies. It would need to be in the 
sun..not in the shade. 

Also..the baseball field is barely a baseball field...as it is basically used now as a 
dog park...so maybe a fenced in baseball/dog park area? 

The Pavillion weds attention...as many times graffiti is there..so the nee surface 
needs to be graffiti proof if possible. ( maybe a mural?) 

Then..the playground equipment..the back sand area (there used to be) needs 
improvements...and maybe some more toddler playground equipment? With 
it being close to nichols..think about the middle school kids and what they 
would want too...a few ramps for skateboarding perhaps? A bike tune up area? 
And bring back the skating rink!!! We have used the park for bdsy parties..and 
also for our girl scout ceremonies..so lots of memories there. Thanks again! 






