
  
 
To:  Mayor Biss and Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Luke Stowe, City Manager  
 
Subject: Weekly City Manager’s Update 
 
Date:  March 17, 2023 
 
STAFF REPORTS BY DEPARTMENT 
 
Weekly Report for March 13, 2023 – March 17, 2023 
 
City Manager's Office 
Weekly Bids Advertised 
 
Community Development  
Weekly Zoning Report  
Weekly Inspection Report 
 
Health Department 
Weekly Food Establishment Application Report  
 
Law Department 
Weekly Liquor License Application Report  
 
Legislative Reading 
NWMC Weekly Briefing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 



 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL & 
MAYORAL APPOINTED BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 
 
 
Monday, March 20, 2023 
No Meetings  
 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 
Special Finance & Budget Committee (Virtual) 
Housing & Community Development Committee 
 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
Economic Development Committee 
Land Use Commission 
 
Thursday, March 23, 2023 
Referral Committee 
 
Friday, March 17, 2023 
No Meetings 
 

https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees/finance-and-budget-committee
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees/housing-community-development-committee
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees/economic-development-committee
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees/land-use-commission
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees/referrals-committee/-fsiteid-1
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To:   Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From:  Hitesh Desai, CFO/ City Treasurer 

Tammi Nunez, Purchasing Manager 
 
Subject:  Bids/RFPs/RFQs Advertised during the Week March 13, 2023 
 
Date:      March 17, 2023 
 
The following is a list of projects that have been advertised and the anticipated date 
each will be presented to Council or Library Board. 
 
Bids/RFPs/RFQs sent during the Week of March 13, 2023 
 

 
 

Bid/RFP/RFQ 
Number/Name  

 
 

Requesting 
Dept. 

 
 
 

Description of Project 

 
 

Budgeted 
Amount 

 
Bid/RFP/RFQ  

Opening 
Date 

Anticipated 
Council/ 
Library 

Board Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Meters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public 
Works 

Work on this project 
includes: It is the intent of 
the City of Evanston 
(hereafter City) to obtain a 
supplier of water meters 
and remote miu’s. 
These meters shall be 
designed and 
manufactured for the sole 
purpose of metering 
potable water from the 
City’s residential  and 
commercial/industrial 
customers. In addition to 
the following specifications, 
all meters shall meet all 
AWWA specifications.  

$117,000 05/09 05/22 

 

 

Memorandum 



Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Elizabeth Williams, Planning & Zoning Manager

Subject: Weekly Zoning Report

Date: March 17, 2023

Enclosed is the weekly report of zoning applications received and pending. The report, 
organized by ward, includes the property address, zoning district, the type of application 
submitted, a description of the project, date received, and current status.

Please contact me at (224) 296-4489 or ewilliams@cityofevanston.org if you have any 
questions or need additional information.



Cases Received and Pending, March 9, 2023 - March 15, 2023
Backlog (business days received until reviewed): 8

Volume (number of cases pending staff review): 17

Zoning Reviews
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

1 1710 Sherman Avenue D2 Building Permit Interior renovation (Varsity 
Theater) 02/08/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

1 2346 Sherman Avenue R1 Zoning Analysis Remove existing deck and paver 
walk, construct new deck 03/07/23 pending staff review

1 1332 Forest Avenue R1 Building Permit New paver walk 03/10/23 pending staff review

1 1732 Sherman Avenue D2 Building Permit Interior remodel (Jamba Juice) 03/15/23 pending staff review

2 1516 Florence Avenue R3 Building Permit Paver patio and pergola 06/07/22
pending additional 
information and revisions 
from the applicant

2 1326 Hartrey Avenue R4 Building Permit Asphalt driveway 09/08/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1623 Crain Street R3 Building Permit Pergola 09/29/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

2 1504 Ashland Avenue R3 Building Permit Open porch and concrete patio 10/17/22 pending revisions from 
the applicant

2 1800 Greenwood Street R3 Building Permit New 3-car garage/coach house 11/21/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

2 1806 Dempster Street B1 Building Permit Interior remodel of existing 
commercial space 11/23/22

pending submittal of a 
special use application 
from the applicant

2 1502 Greenwood Street R3 Building Permit Replace patio 03/08/23 pending staff review

2 1516 Dempster Street R3 Building Permit
Additions, demolish existing 
garage, build new detached 
garage with ADU

03/10/23 pending staff review

3 1032 Michigan Avenue R1 Building Permit Remove portion of walk, new 
stone patio 06/29/22

non-compliant, pending 
submittal of minor 
variation application from 
the applicant

3 819 Judson Avenue R5 Building Permit New 9-unit multi-family dwelling 07/08/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

3 1221 Hinman Avenue R1 Zoning Analysis
Demolish existing roofed deck, 
construct new roofed deck and 
greenhouse

02/22/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

3 721 Sheridan Road R1 Zoning Analysis

demolish existing single family 
residence and construct new 2-
story single family residence with 
attached garage

03/07/23 compliant

4 901 Maple Avenue R5 Building Permit Rooftop canopy 10/26/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant, DAPR

4 1015 Dempster Street R5 Building Permit Patio, steppers, and bluechip area 01/30/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

4 1101 Ridge Avenue R1 Building Permit Detached garage 03/03/23 pending staff review

4 1314 Asbury Avenue R1 Building Permit

Replace existing front walk and 
stoop, new front patio, remove 
existing rear partio and replace 
with larger patio

03/09/23 pending staff review

5 2201 Dewey Avenue MXE Building Permit Remove brick paver walk, install 
concrete parking pad 05/20/22

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 2216 Foster Street R3 Building Permit Concrete parking pad 06/25/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant



5 2216 Foster Street R3 Building Permit Pergola 06/30/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1819 Hovland Court R3 Building Permit Parking pad and driveway 08/27/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1920 Asbury Avenue R5 Building Permit Rebuild porch 09/22/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 819 Foster Street R5 Building Permit Replace a/c 10/24/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1820 Brown Avenue R3 Building Permit Install pavers and shed 10/25/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1740 Hovland Court R3 Building Permit Pavers 12/30/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 2000 Simpson Street OS Zoning Analysis New 4-story K-8 public school 
(Dist. 65 5th Ward school) 02/15/23

non-compliant, pending 
revisions and additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 2017 Jackson Avenue R5 Zoning Analysis
New multiple-family building with 
24 dwelling units including 2 
affordable units

02/27/23

non-complaint, pending 
revisions and additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1824 Emerson Street R4 Building Permit Solar panels 03/07/23 pending staff review

5 2120 Ashland Avenue MXE Building Permit Interior renovation (Rex's Place) 03/08/23 pending staff review

5 1739 Brown Avenue R3 Building Permit New single-family detached 
residence 03/13/23 pending staff reivew

5 1923 Hartrey Avenue R3 Zoning Analysis Rebuild letter 03/13/23 pending staff review

6 2417 Thayer Street R1 Building Permit Patio 04/02/22 pending revisions from 
the applicant

6 2634 Lawndale Avenue R1 Building Permit Garage 06/10/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

6 3700 Glenview Road R1 Building Permit Concrete slabs 08/17/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2146 McDaniel Avenue R1 Building Permit Garage, 18x20 10/07/22 revisions submitted, 
pending staff review

6 3034 Hartzell Street R1 Building Permit Replace existing garage 10/19/22

non-compliant, pending 
revisions or minor 
variation application from 
the applicant

6 806 Lincoln Street R1 Building Permit Shed 10/21/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2639 Central Park Avenue R1 Building Permit Install generator 11/07/22
non-compliant, pending 
revision from the 
applicant

6 2632 Gross Point Road B1a/oCS Building Permit Concrete patio (Skarkis) 11/17/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

6 2210 Forestview Road R1 Building Permit Interior remodel, replace 3-season 
room with new addition 02/03/23

pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

6 2801 Central Street B1a/oCS Building Permit Replace gravel with concrete to 
expand driveway 02/20/23

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 3605 Thayer Street R2 Building Permit Replace existing patio 02/22/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 3600 Hillside Road R2 Building Permit Addition (internal ADU) 02/28/23 revisions submitted, 
pending staff review

6 2623 Hartzell Street R1 Building Permit 2.5 story addition 03/02/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2311 Prospect Avenue R1 Building Permit Enlarge existing garage 03/07/23 pending staff review



6 2748 Bennett Avenue R1 Building Permit Remove and replace steps to front 
stoop, paver walk 03/07/23 pending staff review

6 2649 Crawford Avenue R2 Zoning Analysis 1-car garage or carport 03/07/23
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

6 2653 Reese Avenue R1 Building Permit ADU shed 03/09/23 pending staff review

6 2625 Elgin Road R1 Building Permit Detached garage 03/09/23 pending staff review

6 2609 Harrison Street R1 Building Permit Replace deck 03/09/23 pending staff review

6 2822 Central Street B1a/oCS Zoning Analysis
Dance Studio (Studio North 
Academy of the Performing Arts - 
SNAP)

03/10/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 1219 Noyes Street R1 Building Permit Shed 05/26/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 1130 Colfax Street R1 Building Permit Kitchen remodel, convert garage 
to sitting room, deck 06/14/22

non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

7 2202 Hartrey Avenue R1 Building Permit Paver patio 07/09/22
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

7 2129 Pioneer Road R1 Building Permit Shed 09/13/22 pending revisions from 
the applicant

7 2636 Green Bay Road C2/oCSC, 
R4 Zoning Analysis

Planned Development, new 5-
story multi-family dwelling with 51 
dwellings, parking and 3 new 4-
story townhomes along Prairie 
Avenue

10/18/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 2653 Broadway Avenue R1 Building Permit Garage 11/09/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 2122 Noyes street R1 Building Permit 2nd story addition 02/17/23
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

7 12 Milburn Park R1 Building Permit Expand sport court, new terraces 02/21/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 1103 Grant Street R1 Zoning Analysis Retaining wall around detached 
garage 03/13/23 pending staff review

8 1314 Brummel Street R4 Building Permit Concrete pad 07/28/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

8 713 Case Street R5 Building Permit Patio 08/09/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

8 2021 Autobarn Place, Unit C I2 Building Permit
Interior remodel for new offices 
and food production (Whole and 
Free Foods)

11/16/22 pending revisions from 
the applicant

8 2102 Dobson Street R2 Building Permit New garage 11/21/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

8 2201 Autobarn Place I2 Zoning Analysis 2 signs for Autobarn Nissan 01/09/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

8 1210 Dobson Street R2 Building Permit Paver patio 03/07/23 pending staff review

9 2224 Cleveland Street I1 Building Permit Pave over gravel parking lot 06/15/22
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

9 822 Wesley Avenue R3 Building Permit Install 12 antennas and cabinets 06/21/22
non-compliant, pending 
revisions from the 
applicant

9 1224 Washington Street R3 Building Permit Replace brick patio with pavers 10/07/22
pending additional 
information and revisions 
from the applicant

9 732 Ridge Avenue R2 Building Permit Roof mounted solar panels 02/10/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

9 1210 South Boulevard R2 Zoning Analysis 2-story 1-car garage 02/21/23
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant



9 822 South Boulevard R1 Building Permit Detached garage 03/07/23 pending revisions from 
the applicant

Pending building permit and zoning analysis reviews older than 6 months where there has not been activity are periodically 
removed from the zoning report.

Miscellaneous Zoning Cases
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

1 1621 Chicago Avenue D4 Planned Development

15-story mixed-use building with 
ground floor retail, 140 dwelling 
units, and 57 parking spaces in an 
enclosed parking garage

12/28/22 pending P&D 04/10/23

1 710 Church Street D3 Special Use Special use for a Resale 
Establishment 02/14/23 pending staff review

3 1243 Chicago Avenue B1
Text Amendment, 
Special Use, and 
Major Variation

Text Amendment to add 
Performance Venue as a special 
use in the B1 district, Special Use 
for a Performance Venue in the B1 
district, and major variation to 
eliminate a required loading dock 
(Union Pizzeria and SPACE)

01/24/23 pending P&D 03/27/23

4 620 Grove Street D2 Special Use Convenience Store 07/25/22 Pending new application 
from the applicant

4 1566 Oak Street R6 Special Use
Special Use for a Rooming House 
(Connections for the Homeless, 
Margarita Inn)

09/28/22 pending LUC 04/26/23

4 1555 Oak Avenue R6 Special Use
Special Use with use 
determination to LUC for an 
Apartment Hotel

10/18/22 pending P&D  03/27/23

5 2044 Wesley Avenue R4/R5/   
oWE Planned Development

New construction of 19 
townhomes, a 12-unit multi-family 
dwelling, new private 
driveway/alley to access 
townhomes, new pedestrian path 
connecting Green Bay Road, 
Wesley and Jackson Avenues, 
removal of railroad infrastructure 
and environmental clean-up of site

02/03/22

applicant submitted a 
completely different 
development plan, new 
application and public 
notice required for new 
proposed development 
plan

5 1801-1805 Church Street B2/oWE
Subdivision, Special 
Use, and Major 
Variation

Special Use for a religious 
institution, new 3-story building 
with off-site leased parking spaces

11/15/22 pending CC 03/27/23

5 1811-1815 Church Street B2/oWE Subdivision and Major 
Variation

New 5-story mixed-use building 
with ground floor retail and 44 
dwelling units above, enclosed 
ground floor and underground 
parking with 46 spaces

11/15/22 pending CC 03/27/23

5 2117 Dewey Avenue MXE Major Variation
Front yard and north interior side 
yard setbacks for a new 3-story 
building with live-work units

02/22/23 pending LUC 03/22/23

5 1738 Darrow Avenue R4 Fence Variation Front yard fence 02/28/23 determination after 
03/21/23

6 3434 Central Street R2 Planned Development
New 2-story, 24,916 sf building for 
a Daycare center - Child 
(Kensington School)

02/10/22 pending LUC 05/10/23

6 3034 Hartzell Street R1 Minor Variation Building lot coverage for a new 
detached garage 03/08/23 determination after 

03/31/23

7 1501 Central St U2 Text Amendment
Modification to U2 uses to allow 
additional concerts and community 
events

01/27/23 pending LUC 05/10/23

8 100 Chicago Avenue B3 Special Use
Special Use for Cannabis 
Dispensary and a Type-2 
Restaurant, bakery with seating

03/07/23 pending DAPR 
03/21/23, LUC

9 2201 Oakton Street I1 Special Use/Major 
Variation

Special Use and major variation 
for outdoor storage in front yard 
(Home Depot)

11/09/22 pending CC 03/27/23
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To:  Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From: Gary Gerdes, Interim Building and Inspection Services Division Manager 

 

Subject: Weekly Field Inspection Report 

Date:  March 17, 2023 

 

Enclosed is the weekly summary report of field inspections for construction projects 

under special monitoring.  The report includes the ward, property address, type of 

construction, inspector notes, and date received. 

 

Please contact me at ggerdes@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or need 

additional information. 
 

mailto:ggerdes@cityofevanston.org


Ward Property Address Construction Type Inspector Notes Received

2 1101 Church Street Multi-Family Building

Construction fence/fabric is in good condition, fabric 

was left open as instructed on the northeast corner. 

Structure on the north side of the property has gone 

up. Construction site is in good condition. 

3/16/2023

4
1012 Church Street  

Northlight Theater
Assembly

No changes. Site and Northlight signage is in good 

condition. No construction fence at this time.
3/16/2023

2 2030 Greenwood Street Multi-Family Building

Contractor was contacted to correct the falling 

construction fence on the east side of the project. 

Site is in good condition. 

3/16/2023

4 718 Main Street
Mixed Use Building    

Residential/Retail

Construction fence is still in place around the entire 

site. No deliveries were observed. Concrete is 

being poured. Construction fence and fabric are in 

good condition 

3/16/2023

8
100 Chicago Avenue        

Gateway

Mixed Use Building    

Residential/Retail

Contractor has been contacted regarding the 

construction fence which has come down around 

the entire site and for site debris. Two lifts are still 

onsite for exterior work. Interior work continues.

3/16/2023

1 710 Clark Street Office Building

Construction fence and fabric are in good condition. 

Silt fence is good condition and the streets around 

the project are clean and clear. Concrete is 

currently being poured. Alleyway is also clear and 

unobstructed.

3/16/2023

5
Emerson and Jackson   

Demolition Site
Residential

All repairs to the construction fence have been 

completed. All locks are in good condition. 
3/16/2023

17-Mar-23

Weekly Field Inspection Report



 
 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Ike Ogbo, Director, Department of Health & Human Services 

Subject: Food Establishment License Application Weekly Report 

Date: March 17, 2023 

 

Ward Property Address Business Name Date 
Received 

Current Status 

1 1732 Sherman Ave Jamba Juice 3/16/2023 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
8 321 Howard St Howard Grocery & Deli 3/9/2023 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
2 1707 Maple Ave Bitter Blossom/Evanston Games and 

Café 
1/11/2023 Pending Building Permit Issuance 

4 620 Grove St Grove Street In and Out 12/8/2022 Pending Zoning  
6 3330 Central St Subway   11/17/2022 Change of Ownership – Pending Inspections 
2 1160 Dodge Ave Buffalo Wild Wings Go 8/11/2022 Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 
4 950 Church St Big Wig Tacos 7/22/2022 Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 
2 1711 Maple Ave Sky Zone/Circus Trix 7/13/2022 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
1 720 Clark St Mas Salud 7/7/2022 Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 
4 1500 Sherman Ave Good Wolf 06/22/2022 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
5 1831 Emerson St La Michoacana 5/01/2022 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
1 1743 Sherman Ave Olive Mediterranean Grill 12/10/2021 Building Permit Issued – Pending Inspections 
8 633 Howard St Estacion 2/4/2020 License Approved – Pending Issuance 

 



 

 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Brian George, Assistant City Attorney 

Subject: Weekly Liquor License Application Report 

Date: March 17, 2023 

Enclosed is the weekly report of liquor applications received and pending. The report, 
organized by ward, includes the business address, the type and description of license 
requested, date received and current status. 

 
 

Please contact me at liquorlicense@cityofevanston.org  if you have any questions or need 
additional information.



 

Liquor Licensing Weekly Report 
 

Liquor Applications Received and Pending for week of March 17, 2023 
 

WARD BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS 
ADDRESS 

LIQUOR 
CLASS 

CLASS 
DESCRIPTION 

PROCESSED 
HOURS for 
LIQUOR SALES 

STATUS 

4 Bitter Blossom 1707 Maple 
Ave. 
Evanston, IL 
60201 

D Restaurant 11 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Mon-Thurs); 
11 a.m. — 2 a.m. (Fri-
Sat); 
10 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Sun) 

Application 
pending 
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 DIRECTOR’S WEEKLY BRIEFING 
                          By NWMC Executive Director Mark L. Fowler 

 

  
 

WEEK ENDING MARCH 17, 2023 

 

NWMC Board Approves Legislative Positions, EAP and Auction Contracts 
Thank you to the twenty-one members represented at Wednesday’s NWMC Board meeting. Members received a 

report on issues pending before the General Assembly and unanimously approved positions on over two hundred 

bills impacting local governments. The Board also unanimously approved the 2023 legislative priorities of the 

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. Finally, members approved contract extensions for the NWMC Employee Assistance 

Program and Surplus Vehicle and Equipment Auction (see article on p. 2) as well as changes to the organization’s 

records retention guide. Staff contacts: Mark Fowler, Larry Bury 

 

Today’s the Day to Submit FY 2023-2024 NWMC Officer Nominations! 
Thank you to those members who have returned the FY23-24 NWMC officer nomination form. As a reminder, 

NWMC Mayors, Presidents and Supervisors are encouraged to submit the names of those active members to fulfill 

the roles of NWMC President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Nomination forms are to be returned to 

NWMC Executive Director Mark Fowler, mfowler@nwmc-cog.org by TODAY, Friday, March 17.   

 

The Nominating Committee will review the nominations and present its recommended slate at the April 12 NWMC 

Board Meeting. According to the NWMC By-Laws, other nominations may be made at the April meeting or by mail 

if received prior to that meeting date. Election shall be by a majority of those present and voting at the May 10 Board 

meeting. Officers will be sworn in at the NWMC Annual Gala on June 14. Staff contacts: Mark Fowler, Larry Bury 

 

General Assembly Turns Attention to Next Bill Deadline 
Following last week’s busy schedule and deadline to advance bills out of committee, public activity in the General 

Assembly was much lighter this week. The Senate did not meet in session this week, while the House held a slew of 

subject matter hearings while advancing bills to third reading on the floor. Legislative activity will increase in the 

next two weeks as House bills will have until March 24 to advance to the Senate, and Senate bills will have an extra 

week to advance (March 31). 

 

Originally scheduled for subject matter hearings were House Bill 2087 (Rep. Anthony DeLuca) and House Bill 1052 

(Rep. Jay Hoffman); however, they were not called for discussion in their respective committees. House Bill 2087 

increases the Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF) to 8% of state personal income tax revenues (9.11% of 

corporate income taxes). The NWMC supports increasing the LGDF and anticipates that the issue will be determined 

through the state budget process. House Bill 1052 increases the Tier II pension benefits for firefighters. An 

amendment was introduced on the bill to also include police officers. The bill would reduce the retirement age and 

increases the annual cost of living adjustment for Tier II public safety employees. The NWMC opposes the bill, 

which will add significant costs for taxpayers.  

 

One key bill that did advance to the floor was Senate Bill 249 (Sen. Michael W. Halpin). The legislation extends the 

Prevailing Wage Act to apply to an employee of a public body engaged in the construction or demolition of public 

works on behalf of another public body. Stakeholders continue to discuss the legislation. The NWMC opposes the 

bill in its current form. Staff contacts: Mark Fowler, Larry Bury, Chris Staron 

 

NWMC Hosts Discussion, Builds Partnership with IDOT Central Office Team    
On Wednesday, representatives from the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Local Roads team in 

Springfield traveled to Oakton College to introduce themselves and acknowledge and address ongoing concerns for 

local municipalities. Nearly seventy municipal, council of government and regional agency officials attended the 

meeting, which was led by IDOT Central Office Bureau Chief of Local Roads and Streets George Tapas.  

 

 

mailto:mfowler@nwmc-cog.org
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2087&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=145508&SessionID=112
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1052&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=142970&SessionID=112
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=249&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143918&SessionID=112
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The meeting was in part the result of a 2022 letter sent by past NWMC President and Highland Park Mayor Nancy 

Rotering to IDOT Secretary Omer Osman. The letter expressed longstanding concerns about IDOT’s agreement and 

permitting processing, insufficient staffing levels, excessive review times for federal agreements and delayed 

issuance of right-of-way permits. The letter also provided numerous recommendations and offered local government 

assistance to reduce the burden on IDOT staff and more efficiently move projects to completion. 

 

Mr. Tapas acknowledged the ongoing issues and outlined current and planned actions to address them. He outlined 

improvements to processing and throughput of documents and invoices and overall efficiencies of the department. 

One key initiative he discussed was creation of a portal for municipalities to track agreements and projects through 

the entire process. Finally, he noted that this was the first of many discussions and stressed the desire of his 

department to improve communications and build partnerships with local implementers and stakeholders. To that 

end, please contact Mr. Tapas, 217-782-6467 or George.Tapas@illinois.gov. Staff contact: Eric Czarnota 

 

NWMC Board Approves Surplus Vehicle & Equipment Contract Extension 
As reported on page one, the NWMC Board approved a contract extension with America’s Auto Auction (America’s 

AA) for the NWMC Surplus Vehicle and Equipment Action program. This marks the tenth year of the partnership 

with America’s AA and we encourage members to participate in this live and online program where hundreds of 

individuals come together and actively bid to own used municipal equipment. It’s the best avenue for municipalities 

to earn the highest dollar on used equipment.  

 

The next NWMC Surplus Vehicle and Equipment Auction is scheduled for noon on Tuesday, April 18, at America’s 

Auto Auction in Crestwood. America’s AA offers a wide variety of convenient services to prep your vehicles and 

garner the highest possible price.  Please note that vehicles and equipment can be listed for disposal at the NWMC 

auction right up to the morning of the auction day. Sell them now to get a fresh start and please keep in mind that a 

portion of the proceeds helps support the operations of the organization. If you can’t make the April auction, live 

auctions will also be held on July 18 and October 17. In addition, America’s Auto Auction hosts online sales on par 

with other government surplus Internet auctions. For questions or additional information, please contact staff or 

Berry Ellis, 312-371-5993 or berry.ellis@americasautoauction.com. Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 

 

Have You Viewed the Sourcewell/SPC Alliance Contracts? 
As a reminder, all Sourcewell contracts are included in the Sourcewell/Suburban Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) 

Interlocal Agreement, providing member access to over 550 products and services via Sourcewell’s national 

cooperative purchasing program. The Sourcewell Contract List is available on the SPC website. 

 

Sourcewell contracts are categorized as follows: 

  

Administrative Services Health & Science 

Construction Contracting Insurance Solutions 

Construction Equipment Office & Technology 

Facilities (MRO) Parks, Recreation & Athletics 

Fleet & Related Public Safety 

Food Public Works 

Grounds & Ag Roads & Airports 

   

The Sourcewell/SPC partnership reinforces the SPC’s goal of combining the resources and purchasing power of 

member governments and not-for-profit entities to jointly negotiate advantageous contract terms on high-quality 

products and services at the best possible price. The SPC/Sourcewell agreement runs through July 30, 2024. 

  

Working with the SPC, members have a single point of contact to access Sourcewell program introductions, vendor 

training, tours and other marketing ventures for SPC members, SPC-member counties, and all Illinois municipalities. 

To ensure your agency is registered for an account number with Sourcewell, please complete the Sourcewell member 

application. Participation in the Sourcewell/SPC alliance is free with no obligation to purchase.  

For questions or additional information, please contact NWMC Purchasing Director Ellen Dayan at 847-296-9203 

or edayan@nwmc-cog.org.  Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 

 

mailto:George.Tapas@ILLINOIS.GOV
mailto:berry.ellis@americasautoauction.com
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/spc-sourcewell-program-alliance/sourcewell-contracts.aspx
https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/become-member/application
https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/become-member/application
mailto:edayan@nwmc-cog.org
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Pace Bus “Hire on the Spot” Event Scheduled for March 25  
On Saturday, March 25, Pace Bus will hold another on the spot hiring event to fill available operator, mechanic and 

administrative positions. The event will take place from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Pace’s headquarters, 550 W. 

Algonquin Road in Arlington Heights. Those interested in becoming professional bus operators or mechanics should 

bring the Secretary of State driver's abstract/MVR and attend one of two, three-hour assessment sessions beginning 

at 9:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. All others interested in learning more or applying for employment can stop by any time 

between 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Pace provides free Class “B” commercial driver’s license (CDL) permit courses and 

paid training for qualified candidates. Visit PaceBus.com for more information. Staff contact: Eric Czarnota 

 

IDOT Announces Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment  
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) recently issued a circular letter detailing that the department must 

perform a Vulnerable Road User (VRU) Safety Assessment as part of the state’s Highway Safety Improvement 

Program (HSIP). A major component of the VRU Safety Assessment is stakeholder consultation to consider safety 

issues and concerns at the local level, and to work with stakeholders to identify and develop projects and strategies 

to address VRU safety.  

 

IDOT will host an informational session to unveil the plans for the development of the VRU Safety Assessment. The 

kick-off webinar will take place on Thursday, March 30, from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm. Please register in advance 

by clicking this link and contact DOT.VRUSafety@illinois.gov with any questions. Staff contact: Eric Czarnota 

 

Metra Touts Accomplishments  
Metra recently released its 2022 Accomplishment Book which highlights the organization's achievements over the 

past year. The book features notable accomplishments in a range of categories, including cost savings, increased 

efficiencies, improved customer experience, benefits to communities, and internal improvements in employee 

engagement and morale. The contents of this book offer insights into Metra's progress and contributions to the 

region’s transportation system. Staff contact: Eric Czarnota 

 

Wintrust to Host Public Sector Merchant Processing Presentation 
On Wednesday, April 12 from noon to 1:00 p.m., Wintrust Government Funds will host virtual presentation entitled 

“A Discussion on Economic Growth, Inflation and Interest Rates.” Wintrust Financial Corporation Senior Vice 

President and Chief Economist Venkat Veeramani will discuss “the current state of the U.S. economy and the outlook 

for the coming quarters. This seminar is designed to help local governments navigate inflation, economic growth 

and ever-changing interest rates.” Please visit the registration page to RSVP and for more information. Staff contact: 

Mark Fowler 

 

Meetings and Events 
 

NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee will meet on Tuesday, March 21 at 10:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and 

via videoconference. 

 

NWMC Transportation Committee will meet on Thursday, March 23 at 8:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and via 

videoconference. 

 

NWMC Staff 
 

Mark Fowler Executive Director mfowler@nwmc-cog.org  

Larry Bury Deputy Director lbury@nwmc-cog.org  

Eric Czarnota Program Associate for Transportation eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org  

Ellen Dayan, CPPB Purchasing Director edayan@nwmc-cog.org  

Marina Durso Executive Assistant mdurso@nwmc-cog.org  

Chris Staron Policy Analyst cstaron@nwmc-cog.org 

   

 

Phone: 847-296-9200 www.nwmc-cog.org  
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