
PUBLIC MEETING #1
DATE : 07/29/2021

EVANSTON - CHICAGO AVE  MULTIMODAL CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

The purpose of this meeting is to:

1. Share the potential range of improvements for 
Chicago Avenue from Howard Street to Davis Street

 • Informational exhibits displayed around the room 
showcase options for potential improvement design

2. Collect public feedback and answer questions

 • Please fill out a comment card and leave it here, or take it 
home and email your comments later

 • If you have any questions, feel free to ask City of Evanston 
representatives stationed around the room

Please help keep everyone safe by following these 
COVID-19 protocols:
 • Wear a mask at all times while in the building (masks available)

 • Make use of the hand sanitizing stations throughout the room

 • Please do not attend the meeting if you have, in the past 10 days:

 • Received a positive test result

 • Experienced any COVID-19 symptoms

 • Come into contact with a symptomatic person

Meeting materials are available on the project website.

Thank you, we appreciate your assistance!

CHICAGO AVENUE
MULTIMODAL CORRIDOR
IMPROVEMENT STUDY
PUBLIC MEETING

Visit the project website at www.cityofevanston.org/ChicagoAvenueMultimodal

WELCOME TO THE



PROJECT OVERVIEW

EVANSTON - CHICAGO AVE  MULTIMODAL CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
PUBLIC MEETING #1

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

Construction 
(pending availability of funding)

Construction Documentation
 (pending availability of funding)

October: 
Evanston Chicago Avenue Corridor 
Improvement Project Begins

December: 
Advisory Committee Meeting 1

February:
CTA, Pace, Northwestern University, 
Center for Independent Futures, The Pony 
Shop, Chicago Department of Transportation

March: 
Main Dempster Mile, Downtown Evanston,
 Evanston Transit Alliance, Go Evanston, 
Citizens for a Greener Evanston

May: 
Evanston Climate Action and Resilience 
Plan Committee

June: 
Courts of Evanston

July: 
Public Meeting 1

Late Summer / Early Fall: 
Advisory Committee Meeting 2

Late Winter: 
IDOT Design Approval

PHASE 3

DATE : 07/29/2021

2020

2021

2022

TBD

TBD
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Special thanks to the Evanston History Center

History of Transit Along Chicago Ave & 
The Surrounding Evanston Area

1906 
North Shore &

 Western Railway 
started; it ran small

 single truck cars 
as seen above

Source: Competing Rails: 
William E Robertson 

Collection

1909
Chicago and 

Milwaukee Electric 
began luxury

 service

 Source: Competing 
Rails: A.J. Schumann 

photograph

1935 
Buses replaced

 streetcars. 67% of
 Evanston’s streets 
were repaved and 
widened including

Chicago Ave.

     Source: Thetrolleydoger.com

1959 
“L” updated trains to 

1-50 cars
Source: chicago-I.org

1st rapid transit 
train, Evanston 
“L” line opened

 Source: Competing Rails: Walter
R. Keevil Collection

1908

Elevated rails, 
like the 

Dempster St
 Stations opened

 Source: Competing Rails: 
LeRoy Collection 

1910

Unlicensed taxis 
aka “Jitney Cabs”
 were at war with 
transit companies

 over buisness

 Source: Chicago Tribune

1950

Chicago Union 
Traction started &
 aquires Chicago & 
North Shore Street 

Railway and Evanston
 Electric Railway

  Source: Competing Rails

1899
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CITY OF EVANSTON ADOPTED BIKE PLAN 2014

Chicago Avenue 
Multimodal Corridor

CTA - MainCTA - Main

CTA - DavisCTA - Davis

CTA - LindenCTA - Linden

CTA - CentralCTA - Central

CTA - FosterCTA - Foster

CTA - NoyesCTA - Noyes

Metra - Evanston Central StreetMetra - Evanston Central Street

Metra - Evanston Davis StreetMetra - Evanston Davis Street

CTA - DempsterCTA - Dempster

CTA - South BoulevardCTA - South Boulevard

Metra - Evanston Main StreetMetra - Evanston Main Street
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Figure 14. Corridors Selected for Further Analysis
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BIKEWAYS

SEPARATED FACILITIES 
(CYCLE TRACK)

Using the stickers provided, select your (2) preferred photos

SHARED OR ON-STREET FACILITIES 
(SHARED LANES OR BIKE LANES)

B-2 B-5B-1

B-7B-4

B-6

B-3 B-8
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LANDSCAPING BUS STOPS
Using the sticker provided, select your (1) preferred photoUsing the sticker provided, select your (1) preferred photo

L-1: In-ground Planter

L-4: Tree Grate

L-2: In-ground Planter 
with Railing

L-6: Freestanding 
Planter Pot

S-1 S-2

S-3
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
Using the stickers provided, select your (2) preferred photos

G-1: Reclaimed Stone 
Outcroppings

G-4: Reclaimed Wood 
Bench Topper

G-2: Permeable Pavers

G-5: Native Plantings / 
Pollinator Garden

G-3: Rain Garden

G-6: LED Lighting G-7: Bioswales G-8: Gabion Benches
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PUBLIC SPACE ACTIVATION
Using the stickers provided, select your (2) preferred photos

P-1: Seating Area and 
Mural

P-5: Bench with 
Trellis

P-2: Mural on Viaduct

P-7: Outdoor Cafe 
adjacent to Building

 Facade

P-3: Planter with 
Sculpture

P-6: Bike Rack P-8: Parklet / Flexible 
on-street Parking

P-4: Identity Signage
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Trees/
Landscaping

Sidewalk 
Cafe

Outdoor 
Seating

Public 
Art

Parklets/
Flexible Parking

Bike 
Racks

Improved 
Crossings

PUBLIC PLACE ACTIVATION
How would you like to see Chicago Ave activated?

Use the stickers provided to place on the maps.
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DATE : 07/29/2021

My big idea for Chicago Ave is: ________


