
Order & Agenda Items are subject to change. Information about the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Board is available 
at: www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions. Questions can be directed to 847-866-2914. The City of Evanston is 
committed to making all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. Any citizen needing mobility or communications access 
assistance should contact 847-866-2916 (Voice) or 847-448-8064 (TYY). 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PARKS, RECREATION AND  

COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 
 

Thursday, January 16, 2020  
6:00 P.M. 

Lorraine H. Morton Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave., Rm. 2402  
 

AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / DECLARATION OF QUORUM 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 21  

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

4. NATURAL AREA ORDINANCE REVISIONS 

5. CRITERIA/PROCESS FOR NAMING/RENAMING PUBLIC PLACES 

6. STAFF UPDATES  

a. Capital Improvement Projects 

b. Robert Crown Center Invocation 

c. Parks Strategic Plan 

c. Canoe Launch Grant 

d. Summer Camp Registration 

e. Department Reorganization 

f. Evanston Park Foundation Recruitment 

7. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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MEETING MINUTES  

PARKS, RECREATION  AND COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

6:00pm 

Levy Center, 300 Dodge Ave. 

 
Members Present: T. Long, E. DeStefano, D. Michelin, E. Moran,  

J. Bryan 
 
Members Absent: J. Greenberg, D. Barreto, D. Featherson, P. Gregory 
 
Staff Present: L. Hemingway, K. Hawk, A. Allyn, A. Kellogg, T. Carter 
 
Others Present:  J. Brinkmann, L. Brinkmann, M. Rosinski, B. Janes 
 
 
DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
With a quorum present, E. DeStefano called the meeting to order.  
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 17  
Action: The motion to accept the minutes was approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
L. Brinkman spoke in support of the honorary street name sign application submitted by 
Alderman Don Wilson, honoring Thomas H. Brinkmann. Alderman Don Wilson was unable 
to attend tonight’s meeting to speak on behalf of the application but shared his support with 
staff. M. Rosinski suggested that staff add the Board’s monthly meeting packet online in 
addition to the agenda and minutes. She also asked about the process for city park 
redevelopment projects. L. Hemingway explained the process. 
 
HONORARY STREET NAME SIGN APPLICATION – Thomas H. Brinkmann  
Action: The motion to approve the application designating the portion of Lake Street, 
between Asbury Avenue and Wesley Avenue, with the Honorary Street Name Sign, 
“Thomas H. Brinkmann Way” passed. 
 
PROCESS FOR NAMING / RENAMING PUBLIC PLACES  
L. Hemingway reminded the Board that part of their responsibility is to act in an advisory 
capacity to the City Council on the request for public place names. He also shared that a 
request will be coming to the Board to rename a park and asked that the Board review the 
current criteria in the city code for naming public places to see if it needed to be updated.  
After brief review members found the current criteria to be very subjective and low bar for 
such a major decision. There has to be a high standard for naming a public place. This is 
something that really has to be vetted and the person’s past really has to be understood 
and there needs to community interviews. Members also expressed concern with changing 
the name of a public place.      
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L. Hemingway said he will take a look at criteria used by other communities and share with 
the Board so we can continue the conversation at next month’s meeting. 
 
ATHLETIC FIELD FEES 
Currently our affiliate sport groups pay a per pupil participant fee to use the athletic fields.  
Starting in 2020 they will pay an hourly fee. Staff will meet with each of the affiliate groups 
to discuss the new fee structure. 
 
2020 MEETING DATES / LOCATION 
Action: The motion to approve the 2020 Board meeting schedule was approved. 
 
STAFF UPDATES  
Recreation Program Manager A. Kellogg and Recreation Program Coordinators A. Allyn, T. 
Carter, all gave an overview of their job responsibilities and the different programs offered in 
their division. 
 
Capital Improvement Projects –   
Fleetwood-Jourdain interior improvements are near completion.  There is a ribbon cutting / 
open house scheduled for 3pm – 5pm on Saturday, January 11th.  Board members are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
A group of Northwestern students attended Alderman Simmons’s October 9th Ward meeting 
where improvements to Beck Park was discussed. The students had been working on a 
design and analysis for the STEM park in Evanston and invited Northwestern and City of 
Evanston officials to attend a formal presentation of their design and analysis on December 
3rd. 
 
The new Robert Crown building B & C (ice operations and preschool area) will be open to 
the public January 6, 2020. Building A (all other operations) will be open to the public 
January 27, 2020. Demolition of the existing building & new turf field construction begins 
Spring 2020. The athletic fields will open and project completed by July 2020.  L. 
Hemingway will schedule a date/time for the Board to have a tour of the new building. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD  
None.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting ended at 7:09pm.  The next scheduled meeting is 6pm on December 19, 2019 
at the Civic Center.  
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Project Name Description Status

Beck Park Expansion
Expand park south to Church Street, incorporating 
former Shore School site.

Building demolition performed by Morton Grove Niles 
Water Commission as part of the new pumping 
station. New restroom will also be part of that project. 
Construction in progress.

Ecology Center Crawl Space Improvements

Relocate and/or modify plumbing lines in crawl 
space to reduce maintenance expenses / pipe 
freezing Project scoping in progress.

Fleetwood-Jourdain Interior Improvements Improvements to public areas and office spaces Construction in progress.

Foster Field 
Improvements to baseball fencing, perimeter 
fencing and maintenance access drive Construction complete.

Harbert Park Renovations
Improvements to basketball court, lighting, play 
equipment and new picnic shelter

Construction contract awarded. Work scheduled to 
begin in winter/spring 2020.

Levy Center HVAC Improvements Replace rooftop units and upgrade BAS Design in progress.
McCullough Park Improvements to park and playground Public engagement in progress.
Robert Crown Center Replace the Robert Crown Center Construction in progress.

PRCS Project Status Report
January 10, 2020
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