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PROPERTY TAXES 
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For every dollar you pay in property tax, the City receives 17 cents. 
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TWO-YEAR BUDGET 
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Council will adopt a budget ordinance and tax levies 
for 2020 Budget only.  

 

The 2021 Projected Budget will serve as a policy 
guide for the coming year, and will be amended and 
formally adopted during fall of 2020.  
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ALL FUNDS BUDGET 
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2020 Total Proposed Budget = $317,296,977 

2020 Total Projected Budget = $317,296,977 
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ALL FUNDS BUDGET 
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ALL FUNDS BUDGET 
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GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
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2020 Baseline Expenses = $117,970,285 
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GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
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2020 Baseline Revenues = $118,076,525 
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GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
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Baseline General Fund Budget Includes: 

● $1.5 million increase to home rule sales tax, due to rate increase of 

0.25% adopted by City Council on September 23. 

● Increase of $1.8 million for salary and wage increases as determined 

by union contracts 

● Increases in health insurance expenses and IMRF pension contribution 

requirements 

● Increases of $924,000 in recreation fee revenue and $900,000 in for 

new Crown Community Center. Includes $175,000 for new Crown 

Maintenance Fund. 
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HUMAN SERVICES FUND 
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● To affirm the City’s commitment to its most vulnerable 

residents, all social services are being moved out of the 

General Fund to the Human Services Fund. 

● Proposed addition of 3 FTE positions to Human Services as 

recommended in the social services review earlier this year. 

● Organizing the fund in this manner will create a dedicated 

revenue source for social services provided by the City and 

separate these services from general operations. 
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HUMAN SERVICES FUND 
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BUDGET BALANCING WORKSHEET 
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● $1.5 million contribution to General Fund reserves 

● New revenues proposed:  

○ Recreational Cannabis tax  

○ Self-storage user fee (5%) 

○ Increase in amusement tax rate from 4% to 5% 

○ Improved Fire Department cost recovery 

● Increases to Police and Fire overtime expenses, offset with other 

expense reductions or revenue 

● General Fund savings of $858,600 by moving qualified expenses to 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund 
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CHANGES TO OTHER FUNDS 
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● Final year of construction spending for new Crown Community 

Center is 2020. Debt payments for project continue. 

● Parking Fund - budget includes increase in parking meter rates to $2 

per hour, as passed by City Council during 2019 budget process 

● Water and Sewer Funds  

○ Proposed increase to water rates of 5.4% 

○ Proposed decrease to sewer rates of 4.46% 

○ Change is net neutral to Evanston residents on combined water 

and sewer rate 
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PROPERTY TAXES 
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The property tax rate and tax levy are not the same. 
 

Tax Levy: Amount of money requested by the City and other 
taxing bodies (schools, county, etc.) 

Tax Rate: Tax levy divided by the total value (EAV)of all 
properties in the City.  

 

If property values increase, an increase in the tax levy may not 
lead to an increase in the rate. 
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PROPERTY TAXES 
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PROPERTY REASSESSMENT 
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● Initial projections from Cook County show total City 

Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) increasing by 60% ($2.7 

billion to $4.5 billion). 

● Final numbers will not be known until July 2020. Appeals 

are still in progress. 

● The City expects to see a shift of property tax burden from 

residential properties to commercial properties based on 

the County’s preliminary numbers. 
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PROPERTY REASSESSMENT 
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Actual Projection #1 Projection #2 

Budget Year 

2019 

Budget Year 

2020 

Budget Year 

2020 

Evanston Total 

EAV 

$2,720,580,914 $4,522,418,264 $3,600,000,000 

City and Library 

Net Levy 

$49,712,625 $55,140,240 $55,140,240 

City and Library 

Tax Rate 

1.8% 1.2% 1.5% 
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PROPERTY REASSESSMENT 
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Projection #1: EAV of $4.5 billion 

 

All numbers presented are estimates based on data available as of October 1, 2019 and are subject to change.  
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PROPERTY REASSESSMENT 
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Projection #2: EAV of $3.6 billion 

 

All numbers presented are estimates based on data available as of October 1, 2019 and are subject to change.  
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MORE INFORMATION 

• Budget Website: cityofevanston.org/budget 

• Budget Memos - more detail on proposals and answers to questions 
asked during the City Council discussions 

• Form to submit additional questions and feedback, or email 
budgetinquiries@cityofevanston.org  

• Saturday, October 26: Budget Public Hearing – 9 a.m.–12 p.m., Lorraine 
H. Morton Civic Center, Council Chambers 

• Monday, October 28: Truth in Taxation Hearing at City Council Meeting 

• Budget Discussions at City Council Meetings: October 14, October 28, 
November 11, November 23 

20 

http://www.cityofevanston.org/budget
http://www.cityofevanston.org/budget
http://www.cityofevanston.org/budget
mailto:budgetinquiries@cityofevanston.org
mailto:budgetinquiries@cityofevanston.org
mailto:budgetinquiries@cityofevanston.org

