
1 

 
 
To:       Rolanda Russell, Interim City Manager        
      
From: Marty Lyons, Finance Director 
Subject: January 10, 2009 Budget Follow-up 
Date: January 16, 2009 
 
 
At the January 10th  Budget workshop several questions and issues were raised and these items 
are summarized below with supporting documentation attached as necessary. 
 

1. Provide a breakdown of other Taxes:  Attachment 1 is a pie chart and table that breaks 
out these taxes.  

2. Provide a breakdown of the major categories of fines and charges for services. The 
breakdown for fines and charges for services is provided below.  The detail for both of 
these revenue sources is provided on pages 60 – 63 of the proposed budget.   

 
FINES AND FORFEITURES

Description Description  FY09 Adopted  FY10 Proposed 
  52505  TICKET FINES-PARKING Parking Enforcement 3,547,500            3,400,000              
  52510  REGULAR FINES Traffic Bureau 200,000               250,000                 
  52530  BOOT RELEASE FEE Parking Enforcement 95,900                 87,500                   
  52540  POLICE & FIRE FALSE A Fire Management 155,000               155,000                 
  52555  HOUSING CODE VIOL FIN Housing Code -                          5,000                     
  52560  PERMIT PENALTY FEES Building & Zoning 15,000                 15,000                   
  52570  ADMIN ADJUDICATION Admin. Adjudication 120,000               150,000                 
  52610  LIBRARY FINES & FEES Circulation 208,000               194,000                 

-                          -                            
4,341,400            4,256,500              

CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Description  FY09 Adopted  FY10 Proposed 

53005 Health Department Charges 522,700               549,800                 
53560 Recreation Program Charges 4,606,500            4,764,400              
53570 Streets and Sanitation Charges 1,882,400            1,937,400              
53620 Other Charges for Services 1,351,600            1,364,800              

8,363,200            8,616,400               
 

3. Add the position control detail to all of the department budgets:  Attachment 2 
provides numbered pages for position control by department.  Please insert these pages in 
your budget at the appropriate page number. 

4. Provide a short list of the largest users of overtime by department:  A listing of the 
top overtime costs by department is provided on the next page: 

5. Provide a copy of the Treasurer’s Report for 2007-08:  The Treasurer’s report is 
provided as Attachment 3, and will also be sent out via PDF file, which will allow the 
reader to enlarge the font on this annual report. 

Interdepartmental 
Memorandum 
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2008-09 2009-10 
Description Dept BU NAME YTD Actuals Proposed Budget

  61111  HIREBACK OT Fire Fire suppression $246,589 $356,000
  61111  HIREBACK OT Police Patrol operations $177,554 $97,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Snow and Ice $161,707 $250,000
  61112  SPECIAL DETAIL OT Police Patrol operations $104,476 $147,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Fire Fire suppression $87,368 $138,500
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Refuse Collection $50,552 $60,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Criminal Investigations $34,816 $21,000
  61111  HIREBACK OT Police Communications Bureau $33,199 $27,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Service Desk Bureau $32,090 $35,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Street and Alley Mtce. $30,044 $35,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Streets and Sanitation $28,650 $18,000
  61113  TRAINING OT Fire Fire suppression $28,077 $41,000
  61111  HIREBACK OT Police Communications Bureau $27,077 $16,500
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Parking Enforcement $24,731 $39,600
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Patrol operations $24,074 $45,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Parks Recreation Facility Mtce $22,465 $24,300
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Fleet Major Mtce. $22,073 $21,800
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Traffic Signs $20,617 $18,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY DPW Yard Waste Collection $20,197
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Water Water Distribution $20,053 $63,200
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Water Pumping $19,501 $25,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Fire Fire Prevention $17,080 $18,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY CD Planning and Support $16,651 $15,500
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Neighborhood Enforcement $16,364 $16,500
  61110  OVERTIME PAY CD Building and Zoning $16,205 $10,500
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Water Filtration $15,965 $23,000
  61112  SPECIAL DETAIL OT Police Neighborhood Enforcement $15,714 $10,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Sewer Operations and Mtce. $15,353 $27,600
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Parks Robert Crown Center $14,227 $5,300
  61112  SPECIAL DETAIL OT Police Juvenile Bureau $13,060 $4,600
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Forestry Dutch Elm Disease $12,426 $14,800
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Social Services $12,203 $12,000
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Finance Collections Division $10,883 $7,500
  61112  SPECIAL DETAIL OT Police Problem Solving $10,772
  61110  OVERTIME PAY Police Juvenile Bureau $10,092 $8,000

TOTAL $1,412,905 $1,652,200

OVERTIME SUMMARY - LARGEST USERS BY BUSINESS UNIT

 
6. Why has the budget for Personal Property Replacement Taxes (PPRT) decreased?  

PPRT is a state provided revenue and the City obtains estimates from the Illinois 
Municipal League on current and future revenue levels.  The table below shows our 
estimate of these revenues.  Please note that we have frozen the level of contributions to 
the Police and Fire Pension Funds and decreased the level of PPRT retained by the 
General Fund. 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY 
REPLACEMENT TAX COMPARISON     
   Adopted   Proposed  

   FY09   FY10  
General Fund- general operations $879,000  $622,500  
General Fund- recreation operations $46,300  $46,300  
General Fund- library operations $50,200  $50,200  
Firefighters' Pension $301,000  $301,000  
Police Pension $351,000  $351,000  
      
  Total $1,627,500  $1,371,000  

 
 

7. Can the City increase the Athletic Tax? 
 
According to Illinois law, the 3% tax on athletic events imposed by Section 3-2-1 of the City 
Code is considered an income/earning/occupation tax.  Section 6(e) of the Illinois 
Constitution specifically prohibits home rule municipalities from taxing occupations except 
to the extent allowed by statute.  Section 11-54-1 of the Illinois Municipal Code specifically 
limits the (65 ILCS 5/11-54-1) tax rate on revenue from athletic events to 3%. 
 
The City can impose an additional tax on tickets to athletic events because that is a sales tax 
on tangible property (i.e.: the ticket itself), and not limited by the IL Constitution or 
Municipal Code.  (See Mr. B's, Inc. v. City of Chicago, 302 Ill. App. 3d 930, 933 (1st Dist. 
1998), citing Kerasotes Rialto Theater Corp. v. City of Peoria, 77 Ill. 2d 491, (1979)).  This is 
what permits the City to impose the 8% attendance tax in Section 3-2-2 of the City Code. 
 
For the foregoing reasons, the City can increase the rate on the ticket tax (3-2-2), not the 
event tax (3-2-1). 
 
8. Communicate the potential wage adjustment changes to all employees:  Staff will 

communicate this issue to all non-union employees and has also sent an invitation  to all 
bargaining units to attend the January 24, 2009 budget workshop to discuss wages as well 
as the entire budget situation faced by the City. 

9. Provide a listing of vacancies including all vacancies included for elimination or 
deferral in the 2009-10:  Attachment 4 provides this listing. 

10. Provide a list of green projects:  Staff is still researching these projects and will follow-
up in next Friday’s packet. 

 
 



Attachment 1

51500
51515 STATE USE TAX $1,142,000
51525 SALES TAX - BASIC $9,176,000
51530 SALES TAX - HOME RULE $5,776,000
51535 AUTO RENTAL TAX $35,000
51540 ATHLETIC CONTEST TAX $575,000
51545 STATE INCOME TAX $7,050,000
51555 FIRE INSURANCE TAX $90,000
51565 ELECTRIC UTILITY TAX $2,798,900
51570 NATURAL GAS UTILITY TAX $1,845,000
51575 NAT GAS USE TAX HOME RULE $858,700
51585 CIGARETTE TAX $405,000
51590 EVANSTON MOTOR FUEL TAX $401,000
51595 LIQUOR TAX $2,040,000
51600 PARKING TAX $1,800,000
51605 PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX $622,500
51610 PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX REC $46,300
51615 PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX LIB $50,200
51620 REAL ESTATE TRANSFER TAX $3,000,000
51625 TELECOMMUNICATIONS TAX $3,655,400
51500 OTHER TAXES TOTAL $41,367,000

OTHER TAXES

General Fund - Other Taxes

ATHLETIC CONTEST TAX
1.4%

AUTO RENTAL TAX
0.1%

SALES TAX - HOME RULE
14.0%

PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX REC
0.1%

PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX LIB
0.1%

REAL ESTATE TRANSFER 
TAX
7.3%

PERS. PROP. RPL. TAX
1.5%

PARKING TAX
4.4%

LIQUOR TAX
4.9%

EVANSTON MOTOR FUEL 
TAX
1.0%

CIGARETTE TAX
1.0%

NAT GAS USE TAX HOME 
RULE
2.1%

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
TAX
8.8%

NATURAL GAS UTILITY TAX
4.5%

FIRE INSURANCE TAX
0.2% STATE INCOME TAX

17.0%

STATE USE TAX
2.8%

SALES TAX - BASIC
22.2%
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